
 

 

Visual Arts – Master of Fine Arts – 90 Credits 

 QUARTERS 1-2 QUARTERS 3-4 QUARTER 5-6 

  
QUARTER 1 
 
ARHA500  
Modern Art Seminar  
 
VIAA515   
Idea Generation and the Creative Process 
 
VIAA603  
Graduate Seminar I 
 
VIAA600  
Graduate Studio I  
 
 
QUARTER 2  
  
ARHA505  
Issues in Contemporary Art  
 
VIAA635  
Topics in Digital Media  
 
VIAA604  
Graduate Seminar II 
 
VIAA620  
Graduate Studio II  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
QUARTER 3 
  
ARHA510  
Art Deco Seminar  
 
VIAA612  
Visual Arts Studio Elective  
 
VIAA525  
World Cultures and Ethnographic Studios  
 
VIAA630   
Graduate Studio III 
 
 
QUARTER 4  
 
VIAA663  
Professional Development Seminar  
 
VIAA665  
Documentation, Experience, and the Artistic Vision I 
 
EDUA674  
Teaching Methodology  
 
VIAA644  
Graduate Studio IV 
 
 
 

 
QUARTER 5 
 
VIAA605  
Exploration of Diverse Media  
 
VIAA666  
Documentation, Experience, and the Artistic Vision II  
 
VIAA610  
Thesis Research Seminar  
 
VIAA655  
Graduate Studio V 
 
 
QUARTER 6  
 
VIAA602  
Methodology of Discovery   
 
VIAA676  
Function and Experience  
 
VIAA660  
Thesis Writing Seminar  
 
VIAA677  
Graduate Studio VI 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

1501 BISCAYNE BOULEVARD, SUITE 100 

MIAMI, FL 33132-1 

302.428.5700 | 800.225.9023 

 

 

START DATE________________________________________ 

LENGTH OF QUARTER________________________________ 

BREAKS BETWEEN QUARTERS__________________________ 

APPROX. HOURS IN CLASS PER WEEK____________________ 

APPROX. HOURS OUTSIDE OF CLASS HOMEWORK_________  

 

This chart serves to show a model course flow at a full course load of 12-17 credits. Students are 
considered full time at 12 credits per term. The actual average credits taken per student can be viewed 
in the Ai Programs site below and reflects 4 or fewer courses taken per quarter. Individual factors will 
affect the length of the program: changing programs, beginning programs at the mid-quarter start 
date, taking remedial courses, taking time off from coursework, registering for fewer hours or 
unsuccessful attempts at course completion. These factors may increase the total length of the 
program and overall cost of education. Transfer credits awarded toward your program may decrease 
the overall length and cost of education. 
 

Course descriptions for elective and general education courses can be referenced in the catalog. 
 

A portion of your courses may be required to be taken in an online format. 

 

STUDENT CONSUMER INFORMATION: 
https://www.artinstitutes.edu/miami/student-consumer-information  
 
This is a sample schedule only. Schedule subject to change without notice at the discretion of 
the school. 1/2023 
 
Miami International University of Art & Design is one of The Art Institutes, a system of private 
schools throughout the United States. Programs, credential levels, technology, and scheduling 
options vary by school and are subject to change. Not all programs are available to residents of 
all U.S. states. 1501 Biscayne Boulevard, Suite 100, Miami, FL 33132-1418. © 2023. The Arts 
Institutes International LLC. All rights reserved. 
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Visual Arts (MFA)                 

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 

ARHA500 Modern Art Seminar  
(3 credits) 
This course investigates art 
movements dating from the 20th 
century to the present. Graduate 
students will examine various artists 
and movements through reading, 
research papers, presentations, and 
discussion. 
Prerequisite(s): None 
 
ARHA505 Issues in Contemporary 
Art History  
(3 credits) 
This course considers contemporary 
artists through the understanding of 
contemporary trends in art. Graduate 
students will examine a variety of 
artists through reading, research 
papers, presentations, and discussion. 
Prerequisite(s): None 
 
ARHA510 Art Deco  
(3 credits) 
Art Deco, with its influences from Art 
Nouveau, Cubism, Futurism, 
Modernism, Neo-Classicism and 
Bauhaus is an eclectic style of the 
1920s and 1930s. This course 
considers the development of Art Deco 
through the understanding of the 
historical events, artists and architects 
who shaped the style. Graduate 
students will examine Art Deco art and 
architecture through reading, research 
papers, presentations, and discussion. 
Prerequisite(s): None 
 
EDUA674 Teaching Methodologies  
(3 credits) 
This course introduces the graduate 
student to the requisite components of 
teaching at the college level. 
Curriculum design, syllabus 
development, the feedback loop, as 
well as student outcomes assessment 
are covered. Graduate students will 
design and develop a course using an 
established model. Additional content 
areas include learning style models 
and theories, and specific techniques 
and course delivery modalities will be 
explored. 
Prerequisite(s): None 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VIAA515 Idea Generation and the 
Creative Process  
(3 credits) 
This course will investigate the 
formulation of ideas and turn them into 
personal statements. The works of 
contemporary artists, architects, and 
designers will be studied to examine 
the diverse ways in which this is done. 
Graduate students will be expected to 
develop ideas and processes of their 
own in diverse media and be able to 
describe them in an articulate manner 
during group critiques. The studio will 
be handled as a high-energy laboratory 
in which ideas are created. 
Prerequisite(s): None 
 
VIAA525 World Cultures and 
Ethnographic Studies  
(3 credits) 
This course is an overview of the 
world’s diverse cultures and their 
artistic heritage. Students will examine 
and compare them to each other and 
discuss their legacy in Western art. 
Prerequisite(s): None 
 
VIAA600 Graduate Studio I  
(6 credits) 
Graduate Studio is designed to allow 
students the opportunity to develop a 
consistent body of work in their field of 
emphasis. This concentration, as a 
major component of their coursework, 
is repeated every quarter. In this 
course, students will view and critique 
each other’s work, plan and organize 
field trips to local art exhibitions, and 
organize guest lecturers. Beginning in 
the QUARTER 4, students will meet 
with their chosen committee on an 
ongoing basis to better articulate their 
thesis ideas and further develop a 
significant body of work. Students will 
be expected to support their thesis 
project through the oral and visual 
languages. 
Prerequisite(s): None 
 
VIAA602 Methodology of Discovery  
(3 credits) 
Students are encouraged to 
experiment with combining media, and 
discovering their possibilities and 
limitations in relation to their chosen 
area of interest. 
Prerequisite(s): None 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VIAA603 Graduate Seminar I  
(3 credits) 
This course, the first of two seminars, 
will introduce topics discussed by 
Visual Arts faculty members and 
guests. Each topic will be a catalyst to 
promote a dialogue among the 
students, instructor and guest 
lecturers. Reading assignments and 
fieldwork will be used to reinforce the 
discussion topics. Critical analysis and 
research will assist the graduate 
students in enriching their personal 
topic proposals. 
Prerequisite(s): Academic Approval 
Required 
 
VIAA604 Graduate Seminar II  
(3 credits) 
This course, the second of two 
seminars, will introduce topics 
discussed by Visual Arts faculty 
members and guests. Each topic will 
be a catalyst to promote a dialogue 
among the students, instructor and 
guest lecturers. Reading assignments 
and fieldwork will be used to reinforce 
the discussion topics. Critical analysis 
and research will assist the graduate 
students in enriching their personal 
topic proposals. 
Prerequisite(s): Academic Approval 
Required 
 
VIAA605 Exploration of Diverse 
Media  
(3 credits) 
To expand concepts of traditional 
media, students are encouraged to 
experiment beyond their discipline by 
taking classes outside their area of 
interest. 
Prerequisite(s): Approval of the 
instructor is required 
 
VIAA610 Thesis Research Seminar  
(3 credits) 
This seminar assists the student with 
thesis research and writing. The 
seminar consists of lecture, discussion, 
and independent research. The student 
will be introduced to research methods 
and structural frameworks for thesis 
writing. By the end of this course the 
candidate will have formed his/her 
committee and completed the Thesis 
Committee Appointment Form. 
Prerequisite(s): VIAA630 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VIAA612 Visual Arts Studio Elective  
(3 credits) 
To broaden their base of 
understanding, graduate students are 
required to take a visual arts course 
outside their field of emphasis. 
Prerequisite(s): Course selection 
should be presented to their advisor for 
approval 
 
VIAA620 Graduate Studio II  
(6 credits) 
This course meets nine hours per week 
over the entire quarter including one 
hour of personal contact with the 
Instructor per week. The continuation 
of the Graduate Studio is designed to 
allow students the opportunity to 
develop a consistent body of work in 
their field of emphasis. This 
concentration, as a major component 
of their coursework, is repeated every 
quarter. In this course, students will 
view and critique each other’s work, 
plan and organize field trips to local art 
exhibitions, and organize guest 
lecturers. Beginning in the fourth 
quarter, students will meet with their 
chosen committee on an ongoing basis 
to better articulate their thesis ideas 
and further develop a significant body 
of work. Students will be expected to 
support their thesis project through the 
oral and visual languages. 
Prerequisite(s): VIAA600 
 
VIAA630 Graduate Studio III  
(6 credits) 
This course meets nine hours per week 
over the entire quarter including one 
hour of personal contact with the 
Instructor per week. The continuation 
of the Graduate Studio is designed to 
allow students the opportunity to 
develop a consistent body of work in 
their field of emphasis. This 
concentration, as a major component 
of their coursework, is repeated every 
quarter. In this course, students will 
view and critique each other’s work, 
plan and organize field trips to local art 
exhibitions, and organize guest 
lecturers. Beginning in the fourth 
quarter, students will meet with their 
chosen committee on an ongoing basis 
to better articulate their thesis ideas 
and further develop a significant body 
of work. Students will be expected to 
support their thesis project through the 
oral and visual languages. 
Prerequisite(s): VIAA620 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VIAA635 Topics in Digital Media  
(3 credits) 
During this experimental studio class, 
students will discuss and generate 
work based upon the contemporary art 
zeitgeist of digital art and new media. 
Within the studio component of the 
class students will learn software that 
supports experimentation and 
discussion relevant to the 
contemporary art cannon. Emphasis 
will be placed on conceptual 
development and critical analysis. 
Prerequisite(s): None 
 
VIAA644 Graduate Studio IV  
(6 credits) 
This course meets nine hours per week 
over the entire quarter including one 
hour of personal contact with the 
Instructor per week. Graduate Studio is 
designed to allow students the 
opportunity to develop a consistent 
body of work in their field of emphasis. 
This concentration, as a major 
component of their coursework, is 
repeated every quarter. In this class, 
students will view and critique each 
other’s work, plan and organize field 
trips to local art exhibitions, and 
organize guest lecturers. Students will 
meet with their chosen committee on 
an ongoing basis to better articulate 
their thesis ideas and further develop a 
significant body of work. Students will 
be expected to support their thesis 
project through the oral and visual 
languages. 
Prerequisite(s): Academic Approval 
Required 
 
VIAA655 Graduate Studio V  
(6 credits) 
This course meets nine hours per week 
over the entire quarter including one 
hour of personal contact with the 
Instructor per week. The continuation 
of the Graduate Studio is designed to 
allow students the opportunity to 
develop a consistent body of work in 
their field of emphasis. This 
concentration, as a major component 
of their coursework, is repeated every 
quarter. In this class, students will view 
and critique each other’s work, plan 
and organize field trips to local art 
exhibitions, and organize guest 
lecturers. Students will meet with their 
chosen committee on an ongoing basis 
to better articulate their thesis ideas 
and further develop a significant body 
of work. Students will be expected to 
support their thesis project through the 
oral and visual languages. 
Prerequisite(s): VIAA644 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VIAA660 Thesis Writing Seminar  
(3 credits) 
This course is intended to guide 
graduate students through the drafting 
stages of their theses. The written 
thesis should be a 20-40-page 
document that coherently discusses 
the content, development, and 
concerns and concepts of the student’s 
work. It is an opportunity for the 
student to frame his or her studio 
practice within a broader theoretical 
and historical context. The thesis paper 
should situate the student’s work within 
contemporary arts practice and theory, 
discuss antecedents and analyze the 
relationship of his or her work to those 
antecedents. The thesis should present 
a thorough analysis and understanding 
of the student’s studio work. 
Prerequisite(s): VIAA610 
 
VIAA663 Professional Development 
Seminar  
(3 credits) 
This class will focus on career building 
opportunities for the visual artist. 
Students will research artist 
residencies, professional artist 
workshops and exhibition 
opportunities. Photographing work, 
correcting images and preparing 
business cards, an artist resume, a 
digital portfolio and a website will also 
be addressed. 
Prerequisites(s): Academic Approval 
Required 
 
VIAA665 Documentation, 
Experience, and the Artistic Vision I  
(3 Credits) 
This is one of two courses that allow 
students to create art that is inspired by 
document, experience, and research of 
specific venues of artistic interest. Filed 
trips and off campus events will allow 
for students to gain fresh perspectives 
on their art. These two courses enable 
a comprehensive art making 
experience from research to exhibition. 
These courses do not need to be taken 
sequentially. 
Prerequisite(s): None 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VIAA666 Documentation, 
Experience, and the Artistic Vision II  
(3 Credits) 
This is one of two courses that allow 
students to create art that is inspired by 
document, experience, and research of 
specific venues of artistic interest. Filed 
trips and off campus events will allow 
for students to gain fresh perspectives 
on their art. These two courses enable 
a comprehensive art making 
experience from research to exhibition. 
These courses do not need to be taken 
sequentially. 
Prerequisite(s): None 
 
VIAA676 Function and Experience  
(3 Credits) 
This course explores the history and 
practice of the utilitarian art object. 
Students will research and explore the 
idea of function and purpose in art and 
create projects that push well beyond 
the expected and what is considered to 
be functional or even practical. 
Contemporary art that explores these 
topics will be the basis for research 
that merges concept with form. 
Prerequisite(s): None 
 
VIAA677 Graduate Studio VI  
(6 credits) 
This course meets nine hours per week 
over the entire quarter including one 
hour of personal contact with the 
Instructor per week. The final Graduate 
Studio is designed to allow students 
the opportunity to develop a consistent 
body of work in their field of emphasis. 
Students will meet with their chosen 
committee on an ongoing basis to 
better articulate their thesis ideas and 
further develop a significant body of 
work for exhibition. Students will be 
expected to support their thesis project 
through the oral and visual languages. 
Prerequisite(s): VIAA655 
 
 

Course descriptions describe the learning opportunities that are provided through the classroom and coursework. It is 
each student’s responsibility to participate in the activities that will lead to successfully meeting the learning outcomes.   


