
 

 

Fashion Design – Bachelor of Fine Arts – 180 Credits 

 QUARTERS 1-3 QUARTERS 4-6 QUARTERS 7-9 QUARTER 10-12 

  
QUARTER 1 
 
FASA 145  
Fashion Trends I  
 
FASA215  
History of Fashion I  
 
FASA 155  
Fashion Illustration I  
 
MATA 115  
Applied Mathematics 
 
CGSA 202  
Computer Concepts and 2D Applications  
 
 
QUARTER 2  
  
FASA133  
Pattern Making and Draping I 
 
FASA113  
Construction I  
 
FASA105  
Fashion Design I  
 
FNDA 135  
Image Manipulation  
 
ENCA 101  
English Composition I 
 
 
QUARTER 3   
 
FASA143  
Pattern Making and Draping II 
 
FASA123  
Construction II  
 
FASA135  
Fashion Illustration II  
 
GWDA 103  
Digital Illustration  
 
ENCA 102  
English Composition II  
 
 

 
QUARTER 4 
  
FASA203  
Pattern Making and Draping III  
 
FASA223  
 
Construction III  
 
FASA125   
Fashion Design II  
 
FASA 245  
Fashion Trends II  
 
ARHA 125  
History of Western Art I  
 
 
QUARTER 5  
 
FASA234   
Pattern Making and Draping IV  
 
FASA233  
Construction IV  
 
FASA225  
Fashion Illustration III  
 
FASA263   
Computerized Pattern Making  
 
ARHA 126  
History of Western Art II  
 
 
QUARTER 6  
 
FASA273  
Advanced Pattern Making and Draping  
 
FASA283   
Advanced Construction  
 
FASA205  
Fashion Design III  
 
FASA244  
Fabrics and Textiles 
 
COMA 112  
Principles of Communications  

 
QUARTER 7  
 
FASA255   
Fashion Trends III  
 
FASA256   
Menswear Design  
 
FADA417  
Computerized Textile Design  
 
FASA 106  
Fashion Show Production  
  
Humanities Elective  
 
 
QUARTER 8  
 
FADA315  
Knitwear Design  
 
FADA323   
Grading, Marking and Cutting  
 
FADA416   
Licensing  
 
FADA420  
3D Fashion Design 
 
Social Science Elective 1 
 
 
QUARTER 9  
 
FADA301  
Tailoring Techniques 
 
FADA305   
Computer Grading and Patternmaking 
 
FADA407  
Apparel Product Management  
 
Social Science Elective 2 

 
QUARTER 10  
 
FADA427  
Haute Couture Techniques 
 
BULA401  
Innovation and Entrepreneurship  
 
FASA250  
Special Topics in Fashion  
 
Social Science Elective 3 
 
 
QUARTER 11  
 
FADA422  
Bridal/Evening Wear 
 
FASA218  
Fashion Buying for Design  
 
FASA160   
Sustainable Textiles  
 
Program Elective  
 
 
QUARTER 12  
 
FADA428   
Collection  
 
FADA424  
Portfolio Development  
 
FASA415  
Internship  
 
Science Elective  

 

 

 

 

 

4140 SOUTHWEST FREEWAY 

HOUSTON, TX 77027 

713.623.2040 | 800.275.4244 

 

START DATE________________________________________ 

LENGTH OF QUARTER________________________________ 

BREAKS BETWEEN QUARTERS__________________________ 

APPROX. HOURS IN CLASS PER WEEK____________________ 

APPROX. HOURS OUTSIDE OF CLASS HOMEWORK_________  

 

This chart serves to show a model course flow at a full course load of 12-17 credits. Students are 
considered full time at 12 credits per term. The actual average credits taken per student can be 
viewed in the Ai Programs site below and reflects 4 or fewer courses taken per quarter. Individual 
factors will affect the length of the program: changing programs, beginning programs at the mid-
quarter start date, taking remedial courses, taking time off from coursework, registering for fewer 
hours or unsuccessful attempts at course completion. These factors may increase the total length of 
the program and overall cost of education. Transfer credits awarded toward your program may 
decrease the overall length and cost of education. 
 

Course descriptions for elective and general education courses can be referenced in the catalog. 
 

A portion of your courses may be required to be taken in an online format. 

 

STUDENT CONSUMER INFORMATION: 

https://www.artinstitutes.edu/houston/student-consumer-information 

This is a sample schedule only. Schedule subject to change without notice at the discretion of 
the school. 1/2023 
 

The Art Institute of Houston is one of The Art Institutes, a system of private schools throughout 
the United States. Programs, credential levels, technology, and scheduling options vary by  
school and are subject to change. Not all programs are available to residents of all U.S. states. 
4140 Southwest Freeway, Houston, TX 77027. © 2023. The Arts Institutes International LLC.  
All rights reserved. 
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http://www.artinstitutes.edu/tampa/student-consumer-information


 

 

Fashion Design (BFA)                 
COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 
BULA401 Innovation and Entrepreneurship  
(3 credits) 
This course provides an introductory overview 
to the knowledge and skills needed for 
entrepreneurship. The course offers a chance 
to gain new knowledge and skills about how to 
identify and pursue entrepreneurial 
opportunities that can be applied to a student’s 
own interests. Topics include: how 
entrepreneurs find, screen, and evaluate ideas 
and new business opportunities. 
Prerequisites: None 
 
FADA301 Tailoring Techniques I  
(3 credits) 
This course focuses on design room practices 
of making coats and suits. It includes 
construction, assembling, and finishes for 
tailored garments. 
Prerequisites: FASA273 and FASA283 
 
  
FADA305 Computer Grading/Patternmaking  
(3 credits) 
This course continues the development of 
pattern making working on basic blocks to 
generate computerized patterns, digitizing 
grading and marker making in a technology 
based environment. The emphasis is on 
connecting traditional techniques to modern 
methods, understanding the apparel industry 
production process. 
Prerequisites: FADA323 
 
FADA315 Knitwear Design  
(3 credits) 
Students will use their own designs to develop 
patterns and construct knitwear styles using 
specialized industrial machines.  
Prerequisites: FASA273 and FASA283 
 
FADA323 Grading, Marking and Cutting  
(3 credits) 
This course continues the development and 
understanding of pattern making skills with a 
focus on grading and marker making. Students 
work from basic sloppers and specs that are 
graded and placed on different types of 
markers. Basic spreading and cutting room 
functions are covered. 
Prerequisites: FASA273 and FASA283 
 
FADA407 Apparel Product Management  
(2 credits) 
Students apply product development and 
management principles using current industry 
software. Emphasis is on creating garment 
information and specifications at different 
stages of development. Technical style 
packages are created that are production 
ready. 
Prerequisites FASA125 
 
FADA417 Computerized Textile Design  
(3 credits) 
This computer-aided design course will focus 
on the elements of fabrication and how they 
relate to total fabric performance. Emphasis is 
on determining suitable fabric in apparel 
design. Students will have the opportunity to 
learn to develop prints and woven patterns with 
the use of industry specific software developing 
original prints and patterns within a seamless 
repeat, and creating a seasonal collection of 
color coordinate designs. 
Prerequisites: CGSA 202 
 
FADA416 Licensing  
(3 credits) 
Students will be introduced to the production 
process for licensed products. Taking a product 
to market, licensing agreements and contracts 
will be studied. 
Prerequisites: None 
 

 
 
 

FADA420 3D Fashion Design  
(3 Credits) 
In this introductory course to 3D garment 
creation and animation, students will learn the 
fundamentals of 3D modeling software, 
including concepts, developing their designs, 
creating 3D textile manipulations, fittings, 
creating renders, and animations. 
Prerequisite (s): FASA273, FASA283 & 
FASA125  
 
FADA422 Bridal/Evening Wear  
(3 Credits)  
In a laboratory setting, students will design and 
construct apparel appropriate for the Bridal 
market. Attention is given to special design 
characteristics and marketing strategies unique 
to this category. 
Prerequisites: FASA273 and FASA283 
 
FADA424 Portfolio Development  
(3 credits) 
This course will guide students through the 
process of compiling their work into a final 
interactive portfolio. It will also stress the 
importance of professional development and 
help students complete their initial job search 
requirements including personal branding.  
Prerequisites: None 
Corequisites: FASA273 and FASA283 
 
FADA427 Haute Couture Techniques  
(3 credits) 
This course will focus on different Couture 
Sewing Techniques. Students will research 
techniques and embellishments used in 
Couture and produce a garment. Emphasis will 
be placed on; fabric selection, proper cutting 
techniques, inner construction methods, fitting 
and finishing details. 
Prerequisites: FASA273 and FASA283 
 
FADA428 Collection  
(3 credits) 
This course is part of the Capstone Project. 
Students work simultaneously on their portfolio 
and their final collection. The collection will 
focus on the area of design they want to 
pursue. Emphasis is placed on market 
research, presentation, development and 
production of their final collection. 
Prerequisites: FADA427 
 
FASA105 Fashion Design I  
(3 credits) 
Students become aware of how to develop their 
creative inspirations into imaginative and 
marketable designs. The course explores the 
basics of colors, fabrics, and silhouettes. The 
course is conducted as though the students are 
actual members of a design team. 
Prerequisites: FASA 155 
 
FASA 106 Fashion Show Production  
(3 credits) 
In this course, students study the wholesale, 
retail, video, and television production of 
fashion shows. The responsibilities of the show 
director and coordinator are explored as 
students assist in fashion events, starting with 
the initial theme and culmination in the actual 
production. The basics of professional runway 
and print modeling are examined. 
Prerequisites: None 
 
FASA113 Construction I  
(3 credits) 
This course introduces students to basic tools 
and construction techniques used in the fashion 
industry. The classroom is conducted as a 
sample room utilizing industrial equipment. 
Prerequisites: None 
Corequisites: FASA133 
 

FASA123 Construction II  
(3 credits) 
In this course, students continue to develop an 
understanding of construction techniques. 
Projects are assigned to further refine those 
skills. 
Prerequisite(s): FASA113 
Corequisites: FASA143 
 
FASA125 Fashion Design II  
(3 credits) 
This course emphasizes the skills and talents 
required to become a creative and successful 
designer. Students are taught the intricate 
interrelationship between fabrics, colors, and 
designs with focus on obtaining the necessary 
foundation to develop a collection of garments. 
Prerequisites: FASA105, FASA135 and CGSA 
202 
 
FASA133 Patternmaking and Draping I  
(3 credits) 
This course is an introduction to basic 
patternmaking methods, tools and terminology 
used in the fashion industry. Students will gain 
an understanding of drafting, flat pattern and 
draping techniques. 
Prerequisites: None  
Corequisites: FASA113 
 
FASA135 Fashion Illustration II  
(3 credits) 
In this advanced course of fashion illustration, 
students will further their knowledge of the 
female fashion figure as well as other types of 
croquis like, male and children. This course will 
go through different fabrics, from textures to 
prints. Students will also explore the different 
marker techniques as well as the development 
of composition. 
Prerequisites: FASA 155 
 
FASA143 Patternmaking and Draping II  
(3 credits) 
This course continues the development of 
patternmaking and draping skills as more 
advanced techniques are introduced. 
Prerequisites: FASA133  
Corequisites: FASA123 
 
FASA 145 Fashion Trends I  
(3 credits) 
In this course the student studies the past and 
current designers who have made a mark on 
the fashion industry. The current fashion trends 
are studied and followed from the fashion 
capitols of the world. Emphasis is given to the 
trade trend reporting services as well as fashion 
newsletters and videos of the market shows. 
There is participation in fashion activities 
through this class. 
Prerequisites: None 
 
FASA 155 Fashion Illustration I  
(3 credits) 
In this introductory course to fashion drawing 
for design students, the student will have the 
opportunity to learn to develop a croqui or a 
fashion figure. The student will have the 
opportunity to learn how to properly dress the 
figure utilizing the style lines and begin to use 
markers as a technique to color their designs 
with the proper properties of light and shadows. 
Prerequisites: None 
 

FASA160 Sustainable Textiles  
(3 credits) 
Studies explore all stages of the environmental 
textile development. Textile industry has 
become eco-friendlier with fibers, yarns/fabrics, 
dyeing/printing, finishing, care of products and 
recycling programs. To Understand the impact 
of textiles on the environment. Comprehend the 
efforts of textile industry to be eco-friendly. 
Realize the pros and cons of an 
environmentally conscious marketplace.  
Understand how products are made using 
fewer natural resource, resource conservation 
reduces pollution and conservation of water. 
Prerequisites: None 
 
FASA203 Patternmaking and Draping III  
(3 credits) 
Students are introduced to patternmaking and 
draping methods for sleeves, collars and 
tailored jackets.  
Prerequisites: FASA143 
Corequisites: FASA223 
 
FASA205 Fashion Design III  
(3 credits) 
Students will combine and develop their 
creative ideas into designs that are marketable 
and sellable. Students will use current 
terminology and technology. Students will apply 
the necessary foundation to develop a 
collection and be successful designers. 
Prerequisites: FASA125 and FASA225 
 
FASA215 History of Fashion I  
(3 credits) 
This course traces the evolution of garments 
and accessories from prehistoric times to the 
modern era. Special emphasis is placed on 
awareness and understanding of the aesthetic, 
religious, sociological and geographical 
reasons for the various body adornments as 
well as how clothing and accessories from 
previous times reappear in adapted versions in 
later times. 
Prerequisites: None 
 
FASA218 Fashion Buying for Design  
(3 credits) 
This course focuses on a practical 
understanding of the current retail environment, 
the needs of fashion buyers and their target 
customers. Students will view designs from a 
buyer’s perspective by learning their numerical 
planning and pricing techniques. They will price 
their own designs based on industry markup 
principles and target market research. 
Prerequisites: MATA 101 or MATA 115 
 
FASA223 Construction III  
(3 credits) 
This is an introductory course to tailoring 
techniques used in the fashion industry.  
Prerequisites: FASA123 
Corequisites: FASA203 
 
FASA225 Fashion Illustration III  
(3 credits) 
Using all the techniques taught in Fashion 
Illustration I and II, the students will explore the 
use of different mediums, like charcoal, and 
gouache, as they develop different styles and 
techniques in illustrating the fashion figure. The 
students will also draw croquis, paying close 
attention to the interplay between body 
movement, fabric, and lighting, while taking into 
consideration composition. 
Prerequisites: FASA125 and FASA135 
 

FASA233 Construction IV  
(3 credits) 
Sewing techniques used in the couture industry 
are introduced to the students. Garment 
construction standards with strong emphasis on 
detail in hand stitches, finishes, embellishments 
and fit are stressed. 
Prerequisites: FASA223 
Corequisites: FASA234 
 
FASA234 Patternmaking and Draping IV  
(3 credits) 
In this course, students further enhance their 
competency in the creation of patterns using 
couture techniques. Working with their project 
in their Construction IV class, they perfect their 
couture design 
Prerequisites: FASA203 
Corequisites: FASA233 
 
FASA244 Fabrics & Textiles  
(3 Credits) 
This course continues the study of fabric 
construction techniques and designs. Students 
will research current fabric trends and study 
which fabrics are best suited for particular 
styles. 
Prerequisites: None 
 
FASA 245 Fashion Trends II  
(3 credits) 
This is an in-depth study of fashion terminology, 
videos and trend reports, enabling the student 
to acquire the skills and knowledge needed to 
become competent in adapting these trends 
and the correct terminology to the retail world. 
Focus is also placed on developing good 
presentation skills, both oral and visual. 
Prerequisites: FASA 145 
 
FASA250 Special Topics in Fashion  
(3 Credits) 
Students select a subject based on the current 
trends in the fashion business and develop a 
project of substantial scope. This project will be 
used for portfolios and contests when available. 
Topics decided upon by faculty will vary within 
the area of study. 
Prerequisite (s):  None  
 
FASA255 Fashion Trends III  
(3 credits) 
This course implements fashion knowledge of 
color, silhouettes and fabric trends. It simulates 
the business of trend forecasting as a company 
using the aspects of trend research to formulate 
and forecast future global trends. 
Prerequisites: FASA 245 
 
FASA256 Menswear Design  
(3 credits) 
Introduces the students to the many processes 
involved in the design of menswear. Students 
develop and use their knowledge gained in 
Patternmaking and Construction to complete 
their final garment focused on current trends. 
Prerequisites: FASA273 and FASA283 
 
FASA263 Computerized Patternmaking  
(3 credits) 
This course introduces the student to 
computerized patternmaking software and 
hardware used in the Fashion Industry. 
Emphasis will be in the use of different menus 
and its options to manipulate and create 
patterns. 
Prerequisites: FASA203 
 

FASA273 Advanced Patternmaking and 
Draping  
(3 credits) 
In this course, students apply the knowledge 
gained during their previous courses in 
patternmaking and draping to create an original 
design. 
Prerequisite(s): FASA234 
Corequisites: FASA283 
 
FASA283 Advanced Construction  
(3 credits) 
Each student is required to use their own 
design idea to complete a garment. Emphasis 
will be placed on the fit and production of a 
garment using industry standards. 
Prerequisite(s): FASA233  
Co-requisites: FASA273 
 
FASA415 Internship  
(3 credits) 
Students will work with industry professionals to 
acquire practical work experience within their 
field of interest. Emphasis is placed on 
completing work projects with professionalism 
and the importance of ethical standards. 
Prerequisite(s): FADA227 or Academic 
Approval Required 
Corequisites: FADA428 and FADA424 or 
Academic Approval Required 
 
FNDA 135 Image Manipulation  
(3 credits) 
In this introduction to raster-based digital image 
manipulation, students become acquainted with 
the concepts, hardware, and software related to 
digital image acquisition, image editing, 
manipulation, color management basics, 
masking, layering, retouching, scanning, and 
output. 
Prerequisites: none 
 
GWDA 103 Digital Illustration  
(3 credits) 
This course advances the students 
understanding of the computer as an artist tool. 
Building on previous courses in drawing, 
concept development and introductory 
computer aided design; students will be asked 
to generate a number of expressive solutions 
that address specific illustrative problems, both 
technical and creative. As part of this course, 
students will be given the opportunity to 
develop their digital illustration skills by 
exploring numerous tools and techniques to 
obtain desired results.  
Prerequisites: None 
 

GENERAL EDUCATION COURSES 

48 CREDITS 

ARHA 125 History of Western Art I 
ARHA 126 History of Western Art II 

CGSA 202 
Computer Concepts and 2D 
Applications 

COMA 
112 

Principles of Communication 

ENCA 101 English Composition I 
ENCA 102 English Composition II 
MATA 115 Applied Mathematics 
 Science Elective 
 Humanities Elective 

 
Social Science Elective 
(Choose 3) 

 
 

 

 

Course descriptions describe the learning opportunities that are provided through the classroom and coursework. It is 
each student’s responsibility to participate in the activities that will lead to successfully meeting the learning outcomes.   


