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Standards of Conduct 
The use of illegal drugs and the abuse of alcohol on the campus of The Art Institute of Seattle or in 
facilities controlled by the The Art Institute of Seattle are prohibited by college regulations and are 
incompatible with the The Art Institute of Seattle goal of providing a healthy educational environment for 
students, faculty, staff and guests. The following information is provided in compliance with the Drug-Free 
Schools and Communities Act Amendments of 1989.  
 

Effects of Drugs and Alcohol 
Although individuals often use drugs and alcohol to achieve a variety of effects on mind and body that are 
found to be temporarily useful or pleasurable, drugs can be highly addictive and injurious. A person can 
pay a price in terms of his or her physical, emotional, and social health.  

This price can be paid in a number of ways. The risk of contracting sexually transmitted diseases, 
including AIDS, is increased through unwanted or unprotected sex when one is under the influence of 
drugs or alcohol. Drugs can be the trigger for violent crime. Economic and legal problems usually follow 
directly when one tries to support a drug habit by resorting to crime. The dependence, illness, loss of job, 
and loss of family or friends that can result from drug or alcohol use and abuse can be tragic.  

In keeping with the mission of The Art Institute of Seattle and the requirements of state and federal law, 
The Art Institute of Seattle has adopted this program to ensure a drug-free campus and workplace and to 
prevent the use of controlled substances and the abuse of alcohol.  

Health Risks Associated with the Use of Alcohol  
Short Term Risks: 
 Increased risks of accidents and injuries 
 Alcohol-related traffic accidents (the leading cause of death for teens) 
 Alcohol slows reaction time, decreases muscle coordination, and impairs vision 
 Fatal overdose 
 Unconsciousness or blackout 
 Death by aspiration of vomit 
 Nausea 
 Gastritis  
Long-Term Risks: 
 Increased blood pressure 
 Increased risk of heart attack 
 Brain damage resulting in permanent psychosis 
 Cancer of the mouth, esophagus or stomach 
 Liver damage (cirrhosis, alcohol hepatitis, cancer) 
 Ulcers and Gastritis 
 Pancreatitis 
 Birth defects 
 In males-testicular atrophy and breast enlargement 
 In females--increased risk of breast cancer 
 Prolonged, excessive drinking can shorten life span by ten to twelve years.  



Health Risks Associated with the Use of Drugs 
Amphetamines (Speed, Uppers):  
 Malnutrition 
 Hallucinations 
 Dependence, psychological and sometimes physical  
Deliriums (Aerosols, Lighter Fluid, Paint Thinner):  
 Permanent damage to lungs, brain, liver, bone marrow 
 Loss of coordination, confusion, hallucinations 
 Overdose causing convulsions, death  
Depressants (Barbiturates, Tranquilizers, Methaqualone):  
 Confusion, depression, loss of coordination 
 Dependence, physical and psychological 
 Coma, death (caused by overdose) 
 Can be lethal when combined with alcohol  
Hallucinogens (LSD, PCP, DMT, STP, Mescaline): 
 Hallucinations, panic, irrational behaviors (which can lead to increased risk of accidents, injuries) 
 Tolerance overdose leading to convulsions, coma, death 
 Possible birth defects in children of LSD users  
Intravenous Drug Use:  
 Places one at risk for HIV infection (the virus causing AIDS) when needles are shared  
Marijuana and Hashish:  
 Chronic bronchitis 
 Decreased vital capacity 
 Increased risk of lung cancer 
 In men lower levels of testosterone and increase in abnormal sperm count  
Stimulants (Cocaine):  
 Painful nosebleeds and nasal erosion 
 Intense "downs" that result in physical and/or emotional discomfort 
 Tolerance and physical dependence can develop  
Narcotics (Heroin, Morphine, Codeine, Opium):  
 Malnutrition 
 Hepatitis 
 Loss of judgment and serf-control leading to increased risk of accidents, injuries 
 Dependence 
 Overdose leading to convulsions, coma, death  
 
Sanctions The Art Institute of Seattle  
School Sanctions  
The Art Institute of Seattle, in all of its actions, seeks to uphold local, state and federal laws. Insofar as 
permitted by these laws, the The Art Institute of Seattle will apply sanctions that could lead to a student 
being suspended or expelled or an employee being disciplined, suspended or dismissed for violation of 
the The Art Institute of Seattle standards of conduct. Students and employees may also be referred for 
prosecution. Disciplinary sanctions may include the completion of an appropriate rehabilitation program, 
at the student's or employee's expense, if necessary.  

State Sanctions Washington State (RCW 66.44) 
66.44.090: Acting without license. 
Any person doing any act required to be licensed under this title without having in force a license issued 
to him or her shall be guilty of a gross misdemeanor. 
66.44.100: Opening or consuming liquor in public place — Penalty. 



Except as permitted by this title, no person shall open the package containing liquor or consume liquor in 
a public place. Every person who violates any provision of this section shall be guilty of a class 3 civil 
infraction under chapter 7.80 RCW. 
 
66.44.120: Unlawful use of seal. 
(1) No person other than an employee of the board may keep or have in his or her possession any official 
seal adopted by the board under this title, unless the same is attached to a package in accordance with 
the law; nor may any person keep or have in his or her possession any design in imitation of any official 
seal prescribed under this title, or calculated to deceive by its resemblance thereto, or any paper upon 
which any design in imitation thereof, or calculated to deceive as aforesaid, is stamped, engraved, 
lithographed, printed, or otherwise marked. 
(2)(a) Except as provided in (b) of this subsection, every person who willfully violates this section is guilty 
of a gross misdemeanor and is liable on conviction thereof for a first offense to imprisonment in the 
county jail for a period of not less than three months nor more than six months, without the option of the 
payment of a fine, and for a second offense, to imprisonment in the county jail for not less than six 
months nor more than three hundred sixty-four days, without the option of the payment of a fine. 
(b) A third or subsequent offense is a class C felony, punishable by imprisonment in a state 
correctional facility for not less than one year nor more than two years. 
 
66.44.130: Sales of liquor by drink or bottle. 
Except as otherwise provided in this title, every person who sells by the drink or bottle, any liquor shall be 
guilty of a violation of this title. 
 
66.44.140: Unlawful sale, transportation of spirituous liquor without stamp or seal — Unlawful operation, 
possession of still or mash. 
Every person who shall sell or offer for sale, or transport in any manner, any spirituous liquor, without 
government stamp or seal attached thereto, or who shall operate without a license, any still or other 
device for the production of spirituous liquor, or shall have in his or her possession or under his or her 
control any mash capable of being distilled into spirituous liquor except as provided in RCW 66.12.130, 
shall be guilty of a gross misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof shall upon his or her first conviction 
be fined not less than five hundred dollars and confined in the county jail not less than six months, and 
upon second and subsequent conviction shall be fined not less than one thousand dollars and confined in 
the county jail not less than one year. 
 
66.44.150: Buying liquor illegally. 
If any person in this state buys alcoholic beverages from any person other than a person authorized by 
the board to sell alcoholic beverages, he or she is guilty of a misdemeanor. 
 
66.44.160: Illegal possession, transportation of alcoholic beverages. 
Except as otherwise provided in this title, any person who has or keeps or transports alcoholic beverages 
other than those purchased from the board, a state liquor store, or some person authorized by the board 
to sell them, shall be guilty of a violation of this title. 
 
66.44.170: Illegal possession of liquor with intent to sell — Prima facie evidence, what is. 
Any person who keeps or possesses liquor upon his or her person or in any place, or on premises 
conducted or maintained by him or her as principal or agent with the intent to sell it contrary to provisions 
of this title, shall be guilty of a violation of this title. The possession of liquor by the principal or agent on 
premises conducted or maintained, under federal authority, as a retail dealer in liquors, shall be prima 
facie evidence of the intent to sell liquor. 
 
66.44.175: Violations of law. 
Every person who violates any provision of this title or the regulations shall be guilty of a violation of this 
title, whether otherwise declared or not. 
 
 
66.44.180: General penalties — Jurisdiction for violations. 



(1) Every person guilty of a violation of this title for which no penalty has been specifically provided: 
(a) For a first offense, is guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by a fine of not more than five hundred 
dollars, or by imprisonment for not more than two months, or both; 
(b) For a second offense, is guilty of a gross misdemeanor punishable by imprisonment for not more 
than six months; and 
(c) For a third or subsequent offense, is guilty of a gross misdemeanor punishable by imprisonment for 
up to three hundred sixty-four days. 
(2) If the offender convicted of an offense referred to in this section is a corporation, it shall for a first 
offense be liable to a penalty of not more than five thousand dollars, and for a second or subsequent 
offense to a penalty of not more than ten thousand dollars, or to forfeiture of its corporate license, or both. 
(3) Every district judge and municipal judge shall have concurrent jurisdiction with superior court 
judges of the state of Washington of all violations of the provisions of this title and may impose any 
punishment provided therefor. 
 
66.44.193: Sales on university or college campus. 
If an institution of higher education chooses to allow the sale of alcoholic beverages on campus, the 
legislature encourages the institution to feature products produced in the state of Washington. 
 
66.44.200: Sales to persons apparently under the influence of liquor — Purchases or consumption by 
persons apparently under the influence of liquor on licensed premises — Penalty — Notice — Separation 
of actions. 
(1) No person shall sell any liquor to any person apparently under the influence of liquor. 
(2)(a) No person who is apparently under the influence of liquor may purchase or consume liquor on 
any premises licensed by the board. 
(b) A violation of this subsection is an infraction punishable by a fine of not more than five hundred 
dollars. 
(c) A defendant's intoxication may not be used as a defense in an action under this subsection. 
(d) Until July 1, 2000, every establishment licensed under RCW 66.24.330 or 66.24.420 shall 
conspicuously post in the establishment notice of the prohibition against the purchase or consumption of 
liquor under this subsection. 
(3) An administrative action for violation of subsection (1) of this section and an infraction issued for 
violation of subsection (2) of this section arising out of the same incident are separate actions and the 
outcome of one shall not determine the outcome of the other. 
 
66.44.210: Obtaining liquor for ineligible person. 
Except in the case of liquor administered by a physician or dentist or sold upon a prescription in 
accordance with the provisions of this title, no person shall procure or supply, or assist directly or 
indirectly in procuring or supplying, liquor for or to anyone whose permit is suspended or has been 
canceled. 
 
66.44.240: Drinking in public conveyance — Penalty against carrier — Exception. 
Every person engaged wholly or in part in the business of carrying passengers for hire, and every agent, 
servant, or employee of such person, who knowingly permits any person to drink any intoxicating liquor in 
any public conveyance, except in the compartment where such liquor is sold or served under the authority 
of a license lawfully issued, is guilty of a misdemeanor. This section does not apply to a public 
conveyance that is commercially chartered for group use or a for-hire vehicle licensed under city, county, 
or state law. 
 
66.44.250: Drinking in public conveyance — Penalty against individual — Restricted application. 
Every person who drinks any intoxicating liquor in any public conveyance, except in a compartment or 
place where sold or served under the authority of a license lawfully issued, is guilty of a misdemeanor. 
With respect to a public conveyance that is commercially chartered for group use and with respect to a 
for-hire vehicle licensed under city, county, or state law, this section applies only to the driver of the 
vehicle. 
 
66.44.265: Candidates giving or purchasing liquor on election day prohibited. 



It shall be unlawful for a candidate for office or for nomination thereto whose name appears upon the 
ballot at any election to give to or purchase for another person, not a member of his or her family, any 
liquor in or upon any premises licensed by the state for the sale of any such liquor by the drink during the 
hours that the polls are open on the day of such election. 
 
66.44.270: Furnishing liquor to minors — Possession, use — Penalties — Exhibition of effects — 
Exceptions. 
(1) It is unlawful for any person to sell, give, or otherwise supply liquor to any person under the age of 
twenty-one years or permit any person under that age to consume liquor on his or her premises or on any 
premises under his or her control. For the purposes of this subsection, "premises" includes real property, 
houses, buildings, and other structures, and motor vehicles and watercraft. A violation of this subsection 
is a gross misdemeanor punishable as provided for in chapter 9A.20 RCW. 
(2)(a) It is unlawful for any person under the age of twenty-one years to possess, consume, or otherwise 
acquire any liquor. A violation of this subsection is a gross misdemeanor punishable as provided for in 
chapter 9A.20 RCW. 
(b) It is unlawful for a person under the age of twenty-one years to be in a public place, or to be in a 
motor vehicle in a public place, while exhibiting the effects of having consumed liquor. For purposes of 
this subsection, exhibiting the effects of having consumed liquor means that a person has the odor of 
liquor on his or her breath and either: (i) Is in possession of or close proximity to a container that has or 
recently had liquor in it; or (ii) by speech, manner, appearance, behavior, lack of coordination, or 
otherwise, exhibits that he or she is under the influence of liquor. This subsection (2)(b) does not apply if 
the person is in the presence of a parent or guardian or has consumed or is consuming liquor under 
circumstances described in subsection (4), (5), or (6) of this section. 
(3) Subsections (1) and (2)(a) of this section do not apply to liquor given or permitted to be given to a 
person under the age of twenty-one years by a parent or guardian and consumed in the presence of the 
parent or guardian. This subsection shall not authorize consumption or possession of liquor by a person 
under the age of twenty-one years on any premises licensed under chapter 66.24 RCW. 
(4) This section does not apply to liquor given for medicinal purposes to a person under the age of 
twenty-one years by a parent, guardian, physician, or dentist. 
(5) This section does not apply to liquor given to a person under the age of twenty-one years when such 
liquor is being used in connection with religious services and the amount consumed is the minimal 
amount necessary for the religious service. 
(6)(a) A person under the age of twenty-one years acting in good faith who seeks medical assistance for 
someone experiencing alcohol poisoning shall not be charged or prosecuted under subsection (2)(a) of 
this section, if the evidence for the charge was obtained as a result of the person seeking medical 
assistance. 
(b) A person under the age of twenty-one years who experiences alcohol poisoning and is in need of 
medical assistance shall not be charged or prosecuted under subsection (2)(a) of this section, if the 
evidence for the charge was obtained as a result of the poisoning and need for medical assistance. 
(c) The protection in this subsection shall not be grounds for suppression of evidence in other criminal 
charges. 
(7) Conviction or forfeiture of bail for a violation of this section by a person under the age of twenty-one 
years at the time of such conviction or forfeiture shall not be a disqualification of that person to acquire a 
license to sell or dispense any liquor after that person has attained the age of twenty-one years. 
 
66.44.280: Minor applying for permit. 
Every person under the age of twenty-one years who makes application for a permit shall be guilty of an 
offense against this title. 
 
66.44.290: Minor purchasing or attempting to purchase liquor — Penalty. 
(1) Every person under the age of twenty-one years who purchases or attempts to purchase liquor shall 
be guilty of a violation of this title. This section does not apply to persons between the ages of eighteen 
and twenty-one years who are participating in a controlled purchase program authorized by the liquor 
control board under rules adopted by the board. Violations occurring under a private, controlled purchase 
program authorized by the liquor control board may not be used for criminal or administrative prosecution. 
(2) An employer who conducts an in-house controlled purchase program authorized under this section 



shall provide his or her employees a written description of the employer's in-house controlled purchase 
program. The written description must include notice of actions an employer may take as a consequence 
of an employee's failure to comply with company policies regarding the sale of alcohol during an in-house 
controlled purchase. 
(3) An in-house controlled purchase program authorized under this section shall be for the purposes of 
employee training and employer self-compliance checks. An employer may not terminate an employee 
solely for a first-time failure to comply with company policies regarding the sale of alcohol during an 
inhouse controlled purchase program authorized under this section. 
(4) Every person between the ages of eighteen and twenty, inclusive, who is convicted of a violation of 
this section is guilty of a misdemeanor punishable as provided by RCW 9A.20.021, except that a 
minimum fine of two hundred fifty dollars shall be imposed and any sentence requiring community 
restitution shall require not fewer than twenty-five hours of community restitution. 
 
66.44.292: Sales to minors by licensee or employee — Board notification to prosecuting attorney to 
formulate charges against minors. 
The Washington state liquor control board shall furnish notification of any hearing or hearings held, 
wherein any licensee or his or her employee is found to have sold liquor to a minor, to the prosecuting 
attorney of the county in which the sale took place, upon which the prosecuting attorney may formulate 
charges against said minor or minors for such violation of RCW 66.44.290 as may appear. 
 
66.44.300: Treats, gifts, purchases of liquor for or from minor, or holding out minor as at least twenty-one, 
in public place where liquor sold. 
Any person who invites a minor into a public place where liquor is sold and treats, gives or purchases 
liquor for such minor, or permits a minor to treat, give or purchase liquor for the adult; or holds out such 
minor to be twenty-one years of age or older to the owner or employee of the liquor establishment, a law 
enforcement officer, or a liquor enforcement officer shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. 
 
66.44.310: Minors frequenting off-limits area — Misrepresentation of age — Penalty — Classification of 
licensees. 
(1) Except as otherwise provided by RCW 66.44.316, 66.44.350, and 66.24.590, it shall be a 
misdemeanor: 
(a) To serve or allow to remain in any area classified by the board as off-limits to any person under the 
age of twenty-one years; 
(b) For any person under the age of twenty-one years to enter or remain in any area classified as offlimits 
to such a person, but persons under twenty-one years of age may pass through a restricted area in 
a facility holding a spirits, beer, and wine private club license; 
(c) For any person under the age of twenty-one years to represent his or her age as being twenty-one 
or more years for the purpose of purchasing liquor or securing admission to, or remaining in any area 
classified by the board as off-limits to such a person. 
(2) The Washington state liquor control board shall have the power and it shall be its duty to classify 
licensed premises or portions of licensed premises as off-limits to persons under the age of twenty-one 
years of age. 
 
66.44.316: Certain persons eighteen years and over permitted to enter and remain upon licensed 
premises during employment. 
It is lawful for: 
(1) Professional musicians, professional disc jockeys, or professional sound or lighting technicians 
actively engaged in support of professional musicians or professional disc jockeys, eighteen years of age 
and older, to enter and to remain in any premises licensed under the provisions of Title 
66 RCW, but only during and in the course of their employment as musicians, disc jockeys, or sound or 
lighting technicians; 
(2) Persons eighteen years of age and older performing janitorial services to enter and remain on 
premises licensed under the provisions of Title 66 RCW when the premises are closed but only during 
and in the course of their performance of janitorial services; 
(3) Employees of amusement device companies, which employees are eighteen years of age or older, 
to enter and to remain in any premises licensed under the provisions of Title 66 RCW, but only during and 



in the course of their employment for the purpose of installing, maintaining, repairing, or removing an 
amusement device. For the purposes of this section amusement device means coin-operated video 
games, pinball machines, juke boxes, or other similar devices; and 
(4) Security and law enforcement officers, and firefighters eighteen years of age or older to enter and 
to remain in any premises licensed under Title 66 RCW, but only during and in the course of their official 
duties and only if they are not the direct employees of the licensee. However, the application of the [this] 
subsection to security officers is limited to casual, isolated incidents arising in the course of their duties 
and does not extend to continuous or frequent entering or remaining in any licensed premises. 
This section shall not be construed as permitting the sale or distribution of any alcoholic beverages to 
any person under the age of twenty-one years. 
 
66.44.318: Employees aged eighteen to twenty-one stocking, merchandising, and handling beer and 
wine. 
Licensees holding nonretail class liquor licenses are permitted to allow their employees between [the] 
ages of eighteen and twenty-one to stock, merchandise, and handle beer or wine on or about the 
nonretail premises if there is an adult twenty-one years of age or older on duty supervising such activities 
on the premises. 
 
66.44.325: Unlawful transfer to minor of age identification. 
Any person who transfers in any manner an identification of age to a minor for the purpose of permitting 
such minor to obtain alcoholic beverages shall be guilty of a misdemeanor punishable as provided by 
RCW 9A.20.021, except that a minimum fine of two hundred fifty dollars shall be imposed and any 
sentence requiring community restitution shall require not fewer than twenty-five hours of community 
restitution:  PROVIDED, That corroborative testimony of a witness other than the minor shall be a 
condition precedent to conviction. 
 
66.44.328: Preparation or acquisition and supply to persons under age twenty-one of facsimile of official 
identification card — Penalty. 
No person may forge, alter, counterfeit, otherwise prepare or acquire and supply to a person under the 
age of twenty-one years a facsimile of any of the officially issued cards of identification that are required 
for presentation under *RCW 66.16.040. A violation of this section is a gross misdemeanor punishable as 
provided by RCW 9A.20.021 except that a minimum fine of two thousand five hundred dollars shall be 
imposed. *Reviser's note: RCW 66.16.040 was repealed by 2012 c 2 § 215 (Initiative Measure No. 1183). 
 
66.44.340: Employees eighteen years and over allowed to sell and handle beer and wine for certain 
licensed employers. 
(1) Employers holding grocery store or beer and/or wine specialty shop licenses exclusively are permitted 
to allow their employees, between the ages of eighteen and twenty-one years, to sell, stock, and handle 
liquor in, on or about any establishment holding a license to sell such liquor, if: 
(a) There is an adult twenty-one years of age or older on duty supervising the sale of liquor at the 
licensed premises; and 
(b) In the case of spirits, there are at least two adults twenty-one years of age or older on duty 
supervising the sale of spirits at the licensed premises. 
(2) *Employees under twenty-one years of age may make deliveries of beer and/or wine purchased 
from licensees holding grocery store or beer and/or wine specialty shop licenses exclusively, when 
delivery is made to cars of customers adjacent to such licensed premises but only, however, when the 
underage employee is accompanied by the purchaser. 
66.44.350: Employees eighteen years and over allowed to serve and carry liquor, clean up, etc., for 
certain licensed employers. 
Notwithstanding provisions of RCW 66.44.310, employees holding beer and/or wine restaurant; beer 
and/or wine private club; snack bar; spirits, beer, and wine restaurant; spirits, beer, and wine private club; 
catering; and sports entertainment facility licenses who are licensees eighteen years of age and over may 
take orders for, serve, and sell liquor in any part of the licensed premises except cocktail lounges, bars, or 
other areas classified by the Washington state liquor control board as off-limits to persons under 
twentyone 
years of age: PROVIDED, That such employees may enter such restricted areas to perform work 



assignments including picking up liquor for service in other parts of the licensed premises, performing 
clean up work, setting up and arranging tables, delivering supplies, delivering messages, serving food, 
and seating patrons: PROVIDED FURTHER, That such employees shall remain in the areas off-limits to 
minors no longer than is necessary to carry out their aforementioned duties: PROVIDED FURTHER, That 
such employees shall not be permitted to perform activities or functions of a bartender. 
 
66.44.365: Juvenile driving privileges — Alcohol or drug violations. 
(1) If a juvenile thirteen years of age or older and under the age of eighteen is found by a court to have 
committed any offense that is a violation of this chapter, the court shall notify the department of licensing 
within twenty-four hours after entry of the judgment. 
(2) Except as otherwise provided in subsection (3) of this section, upon petition of a juvenile whose 
privilege to drive has been revoked pursuant to RCW 46.20.265, the court may notify the department of 
licensing that the juvenile's privilege to drive should be reinstated. 
(3) If the conviction is for the juvenile's first violation of this chapter or chapter 69.41, 69.50, or 69.52 
RCW, a juvenile may not petition the court for reinstatement of the juvenile's privilege to drive revoked 
pursuant to RCW 46.20.265 until the later of ninety days after the date the juvenile turns sixteen or ninety 
days after the judgment was entered. If the conviction was for the juvenile's second or subsequent 
violation of this chapter or chapter 69.41, 69.50, or 69.52 RCW, the juvenile may not petition the court for 
reinstatement of the juvenile's privilege to drive revoked pursuant to RCW 46.20.265 until the later of the 
date the juvenile turns seventeen or one year after the date judgment was entered. 
 
66.44.370: Resisting or opposing officers in enforcement of title. 
No person shall knowingly or wilfully resist or oppose any state, county, or municipal peace officer, or 
liquor enforcement officer, in the discharge of his/her duties under Title 66 RCW, or aid and abet such 
resistance or opposition. Any person who violates this section shall be guilty of a violation of this title and 
subject to arrest by any such officer. 
 
66.44.800: Compliance by Washington wine and beer commissions. 
(1) Nothing contained in chapter 15.88 RCW shall affect the compliance by the Washington wine 
commission with this chapter. 
(2) Nothing contained in chapter 15.89 RCW shall affect the compliance by the Washington beer 
commission with this chapter. 
 
State Sanctions Washington State (RCW 69.50) 
The following is a partial list of illicit drugs considered to be controlled substances by the State of 
Washington: Narcotics (opium and cocaine, and all drugs extracted, derived or synthesized from 
opium and cocaine, including crack cocaine and heroin); Marijuana; Methamphetamine; 
Barbiturates; and Hallucinogenic Substances (LSD, peyote, mescaline, psilocybin, PCP, THC, 
MDA, STP). 
A. State Penalties for Illegal Sale of Controlled Substances 
The illegal sale of any controlled substance is punishable by up to 10 years in prison and fines in an 
amount calculated to at least eliminate any and all proceeds or profits directly or indirectly gained by such 
person as a result of sales of controlled substances in violation of the laws of this or other states, or the 
United States, up to the amount of five hundred thousand dollars on each count. 
The production, manufacture, processing, packaging, delivery, distribution, sale, or possession of 
marijuana in compliance with the terms set forth in RCW 69.50.360, 69.50.363, or 69.50.366 shall not 
constitute a violation of this section, this chapter, or any other provision of Washington state law. 
B. State Penalties for Illegal Manufacture or Delivery of Controlled Substances 
Narcotics-Up to 10 years in prison, $10,000 to $100,000 fine, or both. 
Non-narcotics-Up to 10 years in prison, $25,000 - $100,000 fine, or both. 
The production, manufacture, processing, packaging, delivery, distribution, sale, or possession of 
marijuana in compliance with the terms set forth in RCW 69.50.360, 69.50.363, or 69.50.366 shall not 
constitute a violation of this section, this chapter, or any other provision of Washington state law. 
C. State Penalties for Possession of Controlled Substances 
Possession of any controlled substance is punishable by up to five years in prison, a $10,000 fine, or 
both. 



More severe penalties are provided for persons convicted of providing controlled substances to minors, 
repeat offenses and on or near schools or parks. The production, manufacture, processing, packaging, 
delivery, distribution, sale, or possession of marijuana in compliance with the terms set forth in RCW 
69.50.360, 69.50.363, or 69.50.366 shall not constitute a violation of this section, this chapter, or any 
other provision of Washington state law. 
RCW 69.50.401 
Prohibited acts: A — Penalties. 
(1) Except as authorized by this chapter, it is unlawful for any person to manufacture, deliver, or possess 
with intent to manufacture or deliver, a controlled substance. 
(2) Any person who violates this section with respect to: 
(a) A controlled substance classified in Schedule I or II which is a narcotic drug or flunitrazepam, 
including its salts, isomers, and salts of isomers, classified in Schedule IV, is guilty of a class B felony and 
upon conviction may be imprisoned for not more than ten years, or (i) fined not more than twenty-five 
thousand dollars if the crime involved less than two kilograms of the drug, or both such imprisonment and 
fine; or (ii) if the crime involved two or more kilograms of the drug, then fined not more than one hundred 
thousand dollars for the first two kilograms and not more than fifty dollars for each gram in excess of two 
kilograms, or both such imprisonment and fine; 
(b) Amphetamine, including its salts, isomers, and salts of isomers, or methamphetamine, including its 
salts, isomers, and salts of isomers, is guilty of a class B felony and upon conviction may be imprisoned 
for not more than ten years, or (i) fined not more than twenty-five thousand dollars if the crime involved 
less than two kilograms of the drug, or both such imprisonment and fine; or (ii) if the crime involved two or 
more kilograms of the drug, then fined not more than one hundred thousand dollars for the first two 
kilograms and not more than fifty dollars for each gram in excess of two kilograms, or both such 
imprisonment and fine. Three thousand dollars of the fine may not be suspended. As collected, the first 
three thousand dollars of the fine must be deposited with the law enforcement agency having 
responsibility for cleanup of laboratories, sites, or substances used in the manufacture of the 
methamphetamine, including its salts, isomers, and salts of isomers. The fine moneys deposited with that 
law enforcement agency must be used for such clean-up cost; 
(c) Any other controlled substance classified in Schedule I, II, or III, is guilty of a class C felony 
punishable according to chapter 9A.20 RCW; 
(d) A substance classified in Schedule IV, except flunitrazepam, including its salts, isomers, and salts 
of isomers, is guilty of a class C felony punishable according to chapter 9A.20 RCW; or 
(e) A substance classified in Schedule V, is guilty of a class C felony punishable according to chapter 
9A.20 RCW. 
(3) The production, manufacture, processing, packaging, delivery, distribution, sale, or possession of 
marijuana in compliance with the terms set forth in RCW 69.50.360, 69.50.363, or 69.50.366 shall not 
constitute a violation of this section, this chapter, or any other provision of Washington state law. 
 
Federal Sanctions  
Federal penalties and sanctions for illegal possession of a controlled substance include the following: 
First conviction: up to 1 year in prison, fine of $1,000 to $100,000, or both Second conviction: at least 
15 days and up to 2 years imprisonment, $5,000 to $250,000 fine, or both After two drug convictions: 
at least 90 days and up to 3 years in prison, $5,000 to $250,000 fine, or both. Special federal sentencing 
provisions for possession of crack cocaine include a mandatory prison term of at least 5 years and up to 
20 years, fine of up to $250,000, or both, for a first conviction if the amount of crack exceeds 5 grams, for 
a second conviction if amount exceeds 3 grams, and for a third or subsequent conviction if the amount 
exceeds 1 gram.  

Additional federal sanctions may also apply including forfeiture of vehicles used to transport controlled 
substances, denial of federal benefits including student loans, grants, and contracts and denial or 
revocation of certain federal licenses and benefits (exhibit A). 



Exhibit A:  
Federal Trafficking Penalties for Schedules I, II, III, IV, and V (except Marijuana) 

Schedule Substance/Quantity Penalty Substance/Quantity Penalty 

II Cocaine 
500‐4999 grams mixture 

First Offense: Not less than 
5 yrs. and not more than 40 yrs. If death 
or serious bodily injury, not less than 
20 yrs. or more than life. Fine of not more 
than $5 million if an individual, $25 
million if not an individual. 
 
Second Offense: Not less than 10 yrs. and 
not more than life. If death or serious 
bodily injury, life imprisonment. Fine of 
not more than $8 million if an individual, 
$50 million if not an individual. 

Cocaine 
5 kilograms or more 
mixture 

First Offense: Not less than 
10 yrs. and not more than life. If death or 
serious bodily injury, not less than 
20 yrs. or more than life. Fine of not more than 
$10 million if an individual, $50 million if not an 
individual. 
 
Second Offense: Not less than 20 yrs, and not 
more than life. If death or serious bodily injury, 
life imprisonment. Fine of not more than $20 
million if an individual, $75 million if not an 
individual. 
 
2 or More Prior Offenses: Life imprisonment. 
Fine of not more than $20 million if an 
individual, $75 million if not an individual. 

II Cocaine Base 
28‐279 grams mixture 

Cocaine Base 
280 grams or more mixture 

IV Fentanyl 
40‐399 grams mixture 

Fentanyl 
400 grams or more mixture 

I Fentanyl Analogue 
10‐99 grams mixture 

Fentanyl Analogue 
100 grams or more mixture 

I Heroin 
100‐999 grams mixture 

Heroin 
1 kilogram or more mixture 

I LSD 
1‐9 grams mixture 

LSD 
10 grams or more mixture 

II Methamphetamine 
5‐49 grams pure or 
50‐499 grams mixture 

Methamphetamine 
50 grams or more pure or 
500 grams or more mixture 

II PCP 
10‐99 grams pure or 
100‐999 grams mixture 

PCP 
100 grams or more pure 
or 1 kilogram or more 
mixture 

          

Substance/Quantity Penalty 

Any Amount Of Other Schedule I & II 
Substances 

First Offense: Not more that 20 yrs.  If death or serious bodily injury, not less than 20 yrs. or more than Life. Fine $1 million if 
an individual, $5 million if not an individual. 
 
Second Offense: Not more than 30 yrs.  If death or serious bodily injury, life imprisonment. Fine $2 million if an individual, 
$10 million if not an individual. 

Any Drug Product Containing Gamma 
Hydroxybutyric Acid 

Flunitrazepam (Schedule IV) 
1 Gram 

Any Amount Of Other Schedule III 
Drugs 

First Offense: Not more than 10 yrs. If death or serious bodily injury, not more that 15 
yrs. Fine not more than $500,000 if an individual, $2.5 million if not an individual. 
 
Second Offense: Not more than 20 yrs.  If death or serious injury, not more than 30 yrs. Fine not more than $1 million if an 
individual, $5 million if not an individual. 

Any Amount Of All Other Schedule IV 
Drugs (other than one gram or more of 
Flunitrazepam) 

First Offense: Not more than 5 yrs. Fine not more than $250,000 if an individual, $1 
million if not an individual. 
 
Second Offense: Not more than 10 yrs. Fine not more than $500,000 if an individual, $2 million if other than an individual. 

Any Amount Of All Schedule V Drugs First Offense: Not more than 1 yr.  Fine not more than $100,000 if an individual, $250,000 
if not an individual. 
 
Second Offense: Not more than 4 yrs.  Fine not more than $200,000 if an individual, 
$500,000 if not an individual. 

 
 



Federal Trafficking Penalties for Marijuana, Hashish and Hashish Oil, Schedule I Substances 

Marijuana 
1,000 kilograms or more marijuana 
mixture or 1,000 or more marijuana 
plants 

First Offense: Not less than 10 yrs. or more than life. If death or serious bodily injury, not less than 20 yrs., or more than life. 
Fine not more than $10 million if an individual, $50 million if other than an individual. 
 
Second Offense: Not less than 20 yrs. or more than life. If death or serious bodily injury, life imprisonment. Fine not more than 
$20 million if an individual, $75 million if other than an individual. 

Marijuana 
100 to 999 kilograms marijuana mixture 
or 100 to 999 marijuana plants 

First Offense: Not less than 5 yrs. or more than 40 yrs. If death or serious bodily injury, not less than 20 yrs. or more than life. 
Fine not more than $5 million if an individual, $25 million if other than an individual. 
 
Second Offense: Not less than 10 yrs. or more than life. If death or serious bodily injury, life imprisonment. Fine not more than 
$8 million if an individual, $50million if other than an individual. 

Marijuana 
50 to 99 kilograms marijuana mixture, 
50 to 99 marijuana plants 

First Offense: Not more than 20 yrs. If death or serious bodily injury, not less than 20 yrs. or more than life. Fine $1 million if an 
individual, $5 million if other than an individual. 
 
Second Offense: Not more than 30 yrs. If death or serious bodily injury, life imprisonment. Fine $2 million if an individual, $10 
million if other than an individual. 

Hashish 
More than 10 kilograms 

Hashish Oil 
More than 1 kilogram 

Marijuana 
less than 50 kilograms marijuana (but 
does not include 50 or more marijuana 
plants regardless of  weight) 
1 to 49 marijuana plants 

First Offense: Not more than 5 yrs. Fine not more than $250,000, $1 million if other than an individual. 
 
Second Offense: Not more than 10 yrs. Fine $500,000 if an individual, $2 million if other than individual. 

Hashish 
10 kilograms or less 

Hashish Oil 
1 kilogram or less 

   



Convictions for Drug-Related Offenses 
Any student convicted of any drug-related criminal statute must notify the Dean of Student Affairs, in 
writing, no later than five (5) days after such conviction regardless of where the offense occurred. This is 
because under federal and state laws, any student convicted of a drug-related felony offense must be 
denied all federal and state assistance, including Pell Grants and Washington State Need Grant 
Programs.  However, a criminal conviction shall not be necessary to find that a student has violated these 
standards of conduct, and the The Art Institute of Seattle need not, and ordinarily will not, defer its own 
actions and sanctions pending the outcome of any criminal proceeding.  

Danger Signals Indicating a Drug or Alcohol Problem  
Following is a listing of classic danger signals that may indicate the presence of a drug or alcohol 
problem: 
 abrupt changes in mood or attitude 
 decreased efficiency at work or at school 
 frequent absences, tardiness, and/or early departures 
 relationship problems with family, friends, and co-workers 
 unusual outbursts of anger and hostility 
 social withdrawal 
 

Counseling  
If you observe any of these changes in yourself or another student, you are encouraged to talk with a 
Counselor.   The college contracts with Talk One-2-One, a free service, which provides confidential 
professional counseling via the telephone 24 hours per day, 7 days a week, at 1- 888-617-3362.   The 
Talk One-2-One counselor may refer you, for limited visits, with an area network mental health provider or 
assist you with locating resources within the community.   

Abuse of alcohol or drugs can lead to dependency and addiction, with serious consequences for personal 
health and overall quality of life. There are drug and alcohol counseling, treatment, and rehabilitation 
facilities available in our area where students and employees may seek advice and treatment.  The 
College Counselor can refer you to one that meets your needs.  

Seattle Area Resources  
There are also organizations that may be contacted for help. Talk One2One is available 24 hours per day 
to provide counseling and referrals to local resources by calling 1.888.617.3362. The 24-Hour Crisis Line 
is available by calling 1.866.427.4747. The WA Recovery Help Line 866-789-1511 (24/7). The National 
Institute on Drug Abuse Hotline (1.800.662.4357) is available from 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 a.m., Monday 
through Friday and from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 a.m. on weekends.  

A list of emergency and sliding-fee scale resources is available from the Student Services Office.  
 


