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A Step-By-Step Guide 

To Finding Independent Student Housing 

Step 1:  Decide what you can afford to pay each month. 

Complete a prospective monthly budget. 

Step 2:  Decide how far from school you would like to live. 

Calculate commuting time as well as distance from the school. 

Step 3: Decide if you want to live alone or with roommates. 

Sharing a house or apartment with a roommate is a great way to keep e 
expenses down. Find a roommate you will be compatible with! 

Step 4:  Decide what type of housing you are looking for. 

Do you want to live somewhere that has a lot of students? Do you need a 
place that’s furnished? Are you going to have pets? How long do you want 
to be committed to a lease? How much space do you need? Do you want 
certain amenities such as a pool, garage, or exercise facility? The answers 
to all these questions will help you determine if you would be more suited 
to renting an apartment, a condominium, a townhouse or a home. 

Step 5: Do some comparison research. 

Once you’ve decided the type of property you are interested in, you can 
consult the right information sources such as apartment guides or 
websites, such as craiglist.org. Also, call the local police precinct for 
crime statistics of specific areas.  

Step 6: Narrow your search and begin visiting properties. 

Generate a list of your top 5-10 picks and call to schedule an appointment 
to visit the property. (Remember, many offices are closed or have limited 
hours on weekends.) If you are going to have a roommate, make sure that 
person goes along with you. 

Once you’re there, ask about flooding, incidences of crime, parking 
regulations, and the upkeep of the premises. Make sure to ask if there is a 
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deposit required, and if it is refundable. Examine the outside of the complex; is it in good repair? 

Ask if the terms of the lease are negotiable (3, 6, 9, or 12 months)? Is sub-
letting allowed? Understand the “rules” of the house/community regards 
noise, visitors, smoking, parking, pets, etc. Understand what 
repairs/damages you are responsible for and which are the responsibility 
of the manager/owner. If you are looking at apartments, make sure you ask 
to see the exact apartment you will be getting, and not just the model. 

Based on the information you’ve gathered, and your overall impression of 
the places you’ve visited, you should now be able to select a property. 

Step 7:  Before you sign that lease… 

Read those leases! Also, realize that you may need a co-signer/guarantor 
(such as a parent) in order to secure a lease. A lease is a legally binding 
agreement. Should you break your lease, you may still be responsible for 
paying the rent even if you are no longer there. The property manager/ 
owner typically is not able to make allowances for roommate conflicts. If 
a roommate leaves, the person who signed the lease is responsible for the 
entire rent payment. It is your right to have the property manager/ owner 
go over your lease with you. Ask them to do so. 

Step 8: Your search is over, now what? 

Time to get set-up in your new home! See to setting up your utilities, 
phone service, cable, and newspaper service, as well as renter’s insurance. 
Be sure to make your new home as secure as possible.  
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Apartment Lease Guide 

In order to rent an apartment, you will 
be asked to complete an application 
form by your prospective landlord. You 
may also be required to pay an 
amount for credit reports and / or 
application fees. Landlords are mainly 
concerned with you and/or your 
guarantor having steady income and 
good credit. Many landlords require 
that the prospective tenant have an 
income equal to 2-4 times the monthly 
rent in monthly salary (combined 
income is used for roommates). You 
and your roommate will need to have 
all of your income verification 
paperwork readily available upon 
application for an apartment. 

Financial Requirements Funds 
When the landlord approves your 
apartment application, be prepared to 
pay the first month's rent and the 
security deposit upon lease signing. 
Most landlords require that these funds 
be paid in the form of separate 
certified checks or money orders. Most 
Landlords will not accept personal 
checks or credit cards. 

How to Search for an 
Apartment 

“No Fee” search options and 
apartments for rent are often 
listed in local newspapers and 
shopping guides. Other search 

options may or may not have fees 
for their services. 

Other Search Options: 

1. Apartments.com

2. Rent.com

3. Craigslist.org

4. Hotpads.com

5. Collegestudentapartments.com

6. Forrentuniversity.com

7. Zumper.com

Signing Your Lease 
Leases are important for 
clarification of the responsibilities of 
the landlord and tenant. If you 
don't have a lease, the landlord 
could ask you to leave or raise your 
rent on short notice. Factors such as 
when your rent is due, if pets are 
allowed, and who is responsible for 
maintenance need to be clear in 
the lease. Any changes to the 
standard lease are usually included 
in a separate lease rider.  

Questions to Ask 
When Inspecting the 

Property 

•In what condition are the appliances?

•In what condition is the plumbing? Is
the water pressure relatively steady?
Does the hot water stay hot? (Ask to
check these yourself.)

•Do you ever see bugs or rodents?

•Where are the electrical outlets? Are
they adequate for computer, sound
systems, and appliances?
•How loud/quiet is the building at night
and weekends? How about the
neighbors?

•How is the security in the building? Are
there deadbolt locks and a peephole on
the door? Do the windows all close and
lock securely?

http://www.apartments.com
http://www.rent.com
http://www.craigslist.org
http://www.hotpads.com
http://www.collegestudentapartments.com
http://www.forrentuniversity.com
http://www.zumper.com
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Length of Lease 

What can I Afford? 

Leases are for one or two years and generally 
begin on the 1st or the15th of the month. There are 

some landlords that will offer six month leases or 
sometimes even month to month leases. 

Consider the full range of your expenses 
such as tuition, food, rent, and 
transportation.

Without a budget plan and continuous 
review of both your income and 
expenses, you run the risk of depleting 
your financial resource. .y students, this 
situation becomes 
Generally your rent should not be more 
than one-quarter to  one-third of your 
total monthly income. 

When you start looking 
for apartments:  

Bring the following items: 

 Letter from your current
employer stating your salary
or from CPA if freelance or
business owner.

 First two pages of last year's
tax return.

 Most recent bank
statement(s), bank account
numbers and credit card
numbers.

 Most recent pay stub(s),
names, addresses and
phone numbers of previous
landlords.

 Names, addresses and
phone numbers of personal
and business references.

 Photo I.D. such as driver's
license or passport.0020

 

Safety & Security 
1. Before you select a place to live, call the local police for crime

statistics in your area.

2. Get to know your apartment manager, the staff in your
community, and your neighbors.

3. Be observant of your neighbors' traffic patterns so that you know 
what's "typical" and will recognize someone who is out of place.

4. Where are the nearest laundry facilities? If on the property, do
they get crowded? Are they free or coin-operated?

5. How is the security in the building? Are there deadbolt locks and
a peephole on the door? Do the windows all close and lock
securely?

6. Always look through the peephole viewer to see who is outside
your door. Never open it for someone you don't know.

7. If someone you don't know or trust asks you to make an
emergency phone call, don't open the door. You make the call
for them.

8. Give no indication in the phone directory that you are a female
or living alone.

9. When returning home, make sure that you are not being
followed. Be on the lookout for anyone who may be waiting for
you to unlock your door so that they can force way in.

9. If you arrive home and believe that someone has broken into 
your home, go to a safe place immediately and contact the police by 
calling 911. 
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CORT Furniture  

https://www.cort.com/student

Furniture rental packages start at $99/month 

You may want to acquaint yourself with the Fort Lauderdale area two to three months 
prior to your desired move date. Become familiar with factors such as neighborhoods, 

pricing, amenities, location of mass transit and commuting time. 

If you do your research more than 60 days prior to moving to Fort Lauderdale, keep in 
mind you are just getting an idea about what is available. Any specific apartments that 

you see months in advance, may already be rented when you are looking to sign a 
lease. 

Most leases only require 30 days notice of intent to vacate. As a result, some landlords 
will begin looking for new tenants a mere 30 days before the current tenant moves out. 

A period of 60 days prior to moving is a good time to get in touch with realtors, property 
management companies, private owners, or tenants looking  for roommates. 

When to Start Your Housing Search 

https://www.cort.com/student


Roommate Search 
Engines 

www.roommates.com 

www.roomiematch.com 

www.roomsurf.com 

www.roomster.com 
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Finding the Right Roommate 

Picking the right roommate is very important and should not be 
done in a hurry. 

But how do you know if the person that answers your ad is the right 
roommate for you? 

Believe it or not, the first step in your roommate search is to know 
yourself! Then you will have a better idea about the types of 

behaviors you find desirable in a roommate, and you can then 
express your preferences in your ad! 

Finding Them and Keeping Them! 

http://www.roommates.com
http://www.roomiematch.com


Property
Location Miles 

From AiFL
# 

Bedrooms/Bath Price Range Deposit
Utilities 
Included Amenities Security Pets

Broadstone Harbor Beach                                                                                           
1721 SE 17th Street                                                                                                   
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33316                                                                                            
(954) 687-9834

0
Studio                                                                            

1/1                                                                
2/2

$1,740-$2,665

Application fee, 
Administration fee and 
Security deposit based 

on credit

No
Clubhouse, Fitness 
center, Pool, Movie 

Theater
Yes Pet Rent $20 

Dog/Cat

Wilton Tower                                                                                                    
520 NE 20th Street                                                                                                                        
Wilton Manors, FL 33305                                                                                                            
(954) 561-1814

4.7 2/1                                                                               
2/2 $1550-$1,650+ Application fee  Security 

deposit No
Heated Pool, 

Jacuzzi, Fitness 
Center

No Max 25 lbs

Camden Las Olas Apartments                                                                                                     
501 SE 2nd Street                                                                                                                            
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33301                                                                          
(954)523-9707                

2.5 2/2 $2,500-2,600
Application Fee 

Redecoration Fee                                                  
Pet deposit

No Pool, Fitness Center,  
Washer/Dryer No Yes

Mediterranean Village                                                                                    
2001 SE 10 Avenue                                                                                                 
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33316                                                                                                
(954) 522-9292

9
                                                                         

1/1                                                                
2/2

Contact for pricing
Application fee               

Redecoration fee              
Pet deposit

No Pool, Garage, gym, 
Washer/Dryer Gated Max 25 lbs

Golfview Rental Apartments                                                          
315 North Federal Highway                                                                                         
Hollywood, FL 33020                                                                                        
Tel:954-921-6300 Fax:954-921-6388

10
                                                                      

1/1                                                                
2/2

Contact for pricing
Application fee              

Security deposit              
Pet deposit

No Heated Pool. Gym, 
Clubhuse No Security Yes

Pinehurst Apartments
1931 NE 51 Street
Ft Laud. FL 33308
954-493-9431

8.4 1/1 Contact for pricing Application fee              
First month rent

Water, Garbage, 
Pest Control Pool Resident 

Manager No

Executive Racquet Club
2700 NE 51 Street
Ft Laud. FL 33308
(954) 493-9431

8.5 1/1 Contact for pricing Application fee                             
Security deposit

Water, Garbage, 
Pest Control Pool, BBQ Grill No Security Cats Only

Falls at Marina Bay                                            
2175 Marina Mile Road Drive East                                          
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33312                                                          
(954) 791-8778                                                        
fallsatmarinabay.com

3.9
Studio                                                                            

1/1                                                                
2/2

Contact for pricing
Application Fee  

Administrative Fee  
Security Deposit

Electric, Water, 
Cable

Pool, Raquet Ball, 
Fitness Center, Spa No Security Yes

Sheridan Lakes Club
1400 SE 3 Avenue
Dania, FL 33004
(954) 929-8851                                                    

5.8
                                                                      

1/1                                                                
2/2

Contact for pricing

Application fee                         
1st month rent                       

Security deposit                      
Pet deposit

Water, Garbage, 
Pest Control

Pool, Hot Tub, Gym, 
Wash/Dryer Coin Gated Yes
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Location Miles 

From AiFL
# 
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Included Amenities Security Pets
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Blu on Marina Blvd.                                     
1401 Marina Mile Blvd.
Fort Lauderdale 33315
954-463-1243

3.2 2/2 $1,744-$1,974 Application fee No Pool, Garage, 
Fitness Center Gated Yes

Centro at Davie                                                                                                                    
2750 SW 73rd Way                                                                        
Davie, FL 33314                                                                        
(954)424-0551

10
                                                                      

1/1                                                                
2/2

$1,550- $2,302 Application Fee      
Security Deposit

Cable, Electric, 
Pest Control

Pool, Fitness Center, 
Tennis Court, Basket 

ball Court   
Washer/Dryer in Apt

No Security

No 
aggressive 

breeds under 
60 lbs

Palm Trace Landings
6351 Palm Trace Landing D 
Davie, FL 33314
(954) 327-7256 

8

                                                                      
1/1                                                                
2/2                                                              
3/2

Contact for pricing
Redecorating fee                                                   
Security deposit 

Administrative fee
No

Pool Tennis Court 
Gym Volleyball and 
Basketball Courts

Not Gated Yes

College Student Apartments Websites:

www.collegestudentapartments.com
www.forrentuniversity.com
www.zumper.com

NOTE: The Art Institute of Fort Lauderdale does not endorse the properties listed. This listing is intended to be used as a guide to apartment 
complexes in Fort Lauderdale and surrounding areas. Information provided is subject to change.

Updated March 2018

http://www.collegestudentapartments.com/
http://www.forrentuniversity.com/
http://www.zumper.com/
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