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At Education Management Corporation (EDMC), the uniqueness of each of our 
schools is a hallmark of the individuality that exists in each of the communities 
we serve. After all, it’s the singular abilities, perspectives and passions of 
our faculty, staff and students that set us apart, yet make us one in the spirit 
of giving. No matter how different we may be, how varied our talents and 
interests, there is one universal tie that binds us together: our desire to connect 
with the world around us by reaching out to those in need, sharing our time and 
our resources, and touching lives in ways that make a difference.
 
For 50 years, we have served communities across North America, providing a 
quality education to hundreds of thousands of students. Every year, we commit 
to doing what we can to help build “community” — devoting energy and 
compassion to help others in need.  
 
At our more than 100 schools, giving back is the common thread that creates 
the fabric of who we are, what we stand for and what we will be — as 
individuals, as a higher education provider and as a community. It’s in our DNA.  

Our school systems include: The Art Institutes, Argosy University, Brown 
Mackie College and South University. We provide rigorous academic programs 
offered in supportive environments with measured practical outcomes that 
enhance our students’ lives.



ATLANTA

ARGOSY UNIVERSITY, ATLANTA
PROFESSOR DEDICATED TO THE CARE OF 

PATIENTS WITH, AND CURE OF, LUPUS

Argosy University, Atlanta Associate Professor 
Dr. Adair White-Johnson has suffered from lupus 
for more than 20 years. Each year, she joins the 
cause against lupus by participating in Atlanta’s 
Walk for Lupus Now. Taking place for the sixth 
year in 2012, the Atlanta walk is the largest in 
the nation with more than 5,000 participants 
raising essential funds for the Georgia Chapter 
of the Lupus Foundation of America. 

White-Johnson, who was named one of the 
2012 Faces of Hope for the sixth annual Walk 
for Lupus Now, led a team of family and friends 
walking at the event, and she was featured in 
the collateral for the 2012 event. 

“We are so honored and inspired by Adair’s 
courage and determination. Adair is the
mother of fi ve children and gives so much to 

so many,” said Maria Myler, president and CEO 
of The Lupus Foundation of America, Georgia 
Chapter, Inc.

The Lupus Foundation of America (LFA) is the 
nation’s leading nonprofi t voluntary health 
organization dedicated to fi nding the causes of 
and cure for lupus and providing support and 
services to all people affected by lupus. It is the 
oldest and largest national nonprofi t voluntary 
health organization focused on improving the 
quality of life for people with lupus. Their unique 
dual mission serves the ongoing needs of 
people affected by lupus today while leading 
efforts to fi nd a cure — from care to cure. 

Ninety percent of every dollar donated for the 
event stays in Georgia to ensure the local 
chapter continues to provide and expand 

valuable free educational programs and 
advocacy and awareness efforts, including
nine symposiums and programs and new 
support groups in new communities across 
Georgia. The group also supports the national 
research efforts funding and advocating for 
investment in lupus, and aims to continue to 
be a lifeline for patients and a voice increasing 
lupus awareness with billboards on our 
highways, public service announcements and
a growing number of events. 

“Ten years ago, no one spoke of lupus; there 
was little awareness and understanding of the 
signs and symptoms and very little investment 
in research. No one and no organ is safe. Lupus 
affects men, women and children and is a 
signifi cant, life-diminishing and life-threatening 
disease that can cause signifi cant damage to 
the body, including the heart, lungs, kidneys and 
brain, as well as skin and joints, at any time,” 
said Myler. 

Connect ing With  The World  Is  In  Our  DNA.



CHICAGO

ARGOSY UNIVERSITY, CHICAGO STUDENTS
HELP HONOR FIREFIGHTERS
OF 9/11 TERRORIST ATTACKS

Sept. 11, 2011, marked the anniversary of the 
terrorist attacks that brought down the Twin 
Towers in New York City. On that day, 343 
fi refi ghters and other fi rst responders lost their 
lives as a result of those attacks and, 10 years 
later, the city of Chicago set out to pay tribute 
to the fallen and raise funds for their families. 
Argosy University, Chicago was there to help 
with volunteers for the event. 

A 9/11 Memorial Stair Climb was organized at 
the Aon building in downtown Chicago, where 
fi refi ghters from all over the Midwest, together 
with other emergency personnel and their 
families, would climb the 80 fl oors in honor of 
their fallen brethren. This included a group of 
fi refi ghters who biked from Missouri to Chicago. 
Each participant in the climb wore a bib marked 
with the name, photograph and engine number 

of each of the fi rst responders who died. The 
climb began at 9:11 a.m. 

Registration costs and individual pledges were 
donated to the National Fallen Firefi ghters 
Foundation, which helps the families of those 
who have fallen in the line of duty. 

Led by the campus Student Government 
Association, a group of Argosy University, 
Chicago students and employees served as 
volunteers at the event. “It was wonderful to 
see a group of people that don’t usually have a 
lot of interaction at such a large campus come 
together and rally around the cause,” said 
Student Government Association President and 
Doctor of Psychology in Clinical Psychology 
student Jessica Plonka. Students and staff 
shared the pain and the pride of fi rst responders 

from all over the country who climbed in honor 
of the fallen by cheering on the climbers at the 
event, providing water and snacks, and assisting 
with other event duties. 

“This gave us the opportunity to refl ect together 
about how the events of 9/11 impacted our lives. 

So much of our time is spent inside our own 
heads, in our studies and in our own worlds,” 
said Plonka. “This was a humbling reminder 
about how much larger life and the world are 
and can be.” 

Connect ing With  The World  Is  In  Our  DNA.



DALLAS

ARGOSY UNIVERSITY, DALLAS
ALUMNA MAKING A DIFFERENCE

IN THE LIVES OF INFANTS

More than 5,500 lives of fragile infants and 
their families have been impacted by Argosy 
University, Dallas alumna Dr. Elizabeth Heyne 
through the nonprofi t organization the Low Birth 
Weight Development Center (LBWDC). A 2010 
graduate of the Doctor of Psychology in Clinical 
Psychology program at the campus, Heyne, 
PA-C, PsyD, IMHE (IV) and her husband, Dr. Roy 
Heyne, both specialists in the fi eld of low birth 
weight pediatrics, founded the agency in 1992. 

The mission of the Low Birth Weight 
Development Center is to respond to the needs 
of families having or who are at risk of having 
a low birth weight infant by providing family-
centered, community-oriented support services 
such as Early Head Start, Teen Parenting 

Assistance, and Infant Mental Health and 
Research. LBWDC is a unique, multifaceted, 
comprehensive program designed to meet the 
complex needs of high-risk, low birth weight 
infants, from birth to age 3, and their young, 
low-income parents. LBWDC is the only agency 
of its kind in the United States.

In Texas, more than 5,000 very low birth weight 
babies are born each year. Most of these babies 
can spend three months or more in a neonatal 
intensive care unit prior to being discharged, and 
they need additional care to ensure they thrive 
once they go home. The infants served at the 
Low Birth Weight Development Center are born 
as early as 24 weeks gestational age (full-term 
infants are 40 weeks) and with very low

birth weight (less than 1500 grams or 
approximately 3.5 lbs). 

These infants are at high risk for long-term 
health problems, including cerebral palsy, 
respiratory distress, chronic lung disease, and 
vision and hearing problems, as well as learning 
disabilities and developmental delays. 

“The fi rst three years in follow-up care is crucial 
for these babies,” said Heyne. “Intervention 
and support in these early years can improve 
their long-term outcomes and reduce the risks 
for lifelong disabilities. The Low Birth Weight 
Development Center assists 350 families 
annually through onsite services, home visits 

and outreach at the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit 
at Parkland Memorial Hospital.”

Heyne is a longtime community advocate and 
volunteer, having set up the fi rst infant car 
seat loan program at Children’s Medical Center 
Dallas and having worked with the Bishop of the 
Catholic Diocese of Dallas to recruit Missionary 
Sisters of Charity with Mother Teresa of
Calcutta to set up homes for needy mothers. 
She has received numerous commendations 
for her work, including letters of commendation 
from Presidents George W. Bush and Bill 
Clinton and the T. Berry Brazelton Infant Mental 
Health Advocacy Award. 

Connect ing With  The World  Is  In  Our  DNA.



DENVER

ARGOSY UNIVERSITY, DENVER
STUDENT DEDICATED TO HELPING

TRANSGENDER COMMUNITY

Argosy University, Denver Doctor of Psychology 
in Clinical Psychology student Stephanie 
Ignatavicius has dedicated her time and 
professional pursuits to helping meet the mental 
health needs of the transgender community. 
Ignatavicius volunteers her time and talents to 
meet the needs of clients at the Gender Identity 
Center of Colorado. She has been involved with 
the organization since 2010. 

The Gender Identity Center provides support 
to those who are, or think they may be, 
transgender and to the signifi cant others (wives/
husbands, boy/girlfriends, family members, etc.) 
of transgender individuals.

A variety of resources are available at the Gender 
Identity Center, including reading materials, free 
computer access, free WiFi, beverages, snacks, 

low-cost counseling services, hormone referral 
letters, resource referrals, support groups, open 
hours, social events, speaker’s bureau and 
volunteer opportunities for everyone.

Low-cost counseling services and helping 
meet the mental health needs of clients is 
where Ignatavicius feels most impactful with 
the group. In addition to conducting volunteer 
clinical work at the center, she has assisted in 
building the foundation for the clinical program 
for the agency and its clients. “I am responsible 
for creating the program, making forms, doing 
needed outreach, seeing clients and training 
others to do clinical work at the site,” she said. 

“The services we provide are really transition-
related services,” said Ignatavicius. “Those 
who wish to undergo a sex change operation 

must undergo assessment and/or therapy and 
have a letter of support from a mental health 
practitioner before they can begin hormone 
therapy. This is a community that is oftentimes 
fi nancially challenged and who must pay out of 
pocket for all of the medical needs associated 
with a sex change operation, so services like 
ours, offered on a sliding scale, are critical to 
helping them realize their dreams.” 

“The transgender community has been 
historically mistreated by mental health 
professionals,” said Ignatavicius. “Until the 
1980s, homosexuality was treated as a mental 
disorder. Today, many still incorrectly treat 
transgender individuals as having a disorder, and 
so, for them, fi nding the right professional to 
meet their needs can be incredibly challenging.”

“It is an honor and a privilege to work with this 
community,” she said. “The staff and clients 
at the Gender Identity Center let me into their 
world and have accepted me as part of their 
group. Given that many in this population are
at high risk for verbal, physical and sexual 

assault and that many of those who suffer this 
type of trauma do so without any support, it is 
an accomplishment to be considered one of
the group.”  

Dr. Karen Scarpella, program director for the 
Gender Identity Center of Colorado, said “As 
the program director, I have been very grateful 
for the level of competent support to our agency 
and programming by Stephanie Ignatavicius. 
It is her investment of time and talent that 
forwarded our mission, at an exponential pace, 
ahead of expected progress. As a director, it 
has been incredibly helpful to have such a 
responsible volunteer to rely on so that I can 
focus on many other duties in growing our 
programming. Ms. Ignatavicius is reliable, 
unassuming and gracious in her work at our 
agency. No task is too small, nor any project too 
big for her to do. She often sees what needs to 
be done and simply takes it on. A volunteer with 
this level of commitment, attention to detail and 
autonomy is every director’s dream! Her mark 
and legacy have been left on our agency and 
its mission.” 

Connect ing With  The World  Is  In  Our  DNA.



HAWAII

ARGOSY UNIVERSITY, HAWAII
JOINS FIGHT AGAINST AIDS

Argosy University, Hawaii joined the fi ght
against AIDS this past year with participation in 
the 20th anniversary Honolulu AIDS Walk. The 
AIDS Walk, held each year at Kapi’olani Park, is 
organized and executed by the Life Foundation 
as a means of generating revenue to support 
its HIV-related programs. In all, 20 members of 
the Honolulu campus walked to raise funds to 
support the organization.

Life Foundation was established in 1983 as the 
fi rst response to AIDS in Hawaii and the Pacifi c. 
Nearly 30 years later, it remains the largest 
provider of HIV-related care and prevention 
services in the islands, serving the island 
of Oahu, the location of Honolulu and three-
quarters of the state’s people. 

Currently, about 60 percent of all HIV-positive 
men, women and children receiving case 
management assistance in Hawaii are helped 
by the Life Foundation’s client services program. 
The more than 700 current clients represent 
just about every racial and ethnic group in the 
nation’s most diverse state. 

In addition to the level of case management 
required by their individual situations, Life 
Foundation clients also benefi t from a meals 
program, emergency groceries, hands-
on services of volunteer home assistance 

“buddies,” and fi nancial assistance to help with 
housing, utilities and health-related costs. In 
recent years, a substantial portion of these 
assistance funds (more than $250,000) has been 
used to pay for critical dental care. 

The Life Foundation also provides an HIV 
clinical nurse and a treatment advocate to help 
its clients understand and manage the many 
challenging side effects of the highly toxic but 
lifesaving AIDS medications. 

Life Foundation’s HIV prevention program 
is entirely peer-to-peer based and works 
exclusively on an outreach basis to the 
people who are most at risk for HIV infection. 
These include young gay men (especially 
native Hawaiians and other Pacifi c Islanders), 
transgendered people and women who are 
involved in the sex industry or in abusive 

relationships with IV-drug-using men. Life 
Foundation offers free HIV testing with results 
in 15 minutes. 

“We are honored to join the fi ght against AIDS 
in Hawaii,” said Kristy Watters, vice president 
of the Student Government Association and 
current student in the Doctor of Psychology in 
Clinical Psychology program, who organized 
Argosy University, Hawaii’s participation in the 
event. “It was the opportunity to bring our 
campus community together to rally around a 
cause that has a signifi cant impact on society.”

Connect ing With  The World  Is  In  Our  DNA.



INLAND EMPIRE

COUNSELORS ON WHEELS AT ARGOSY 
UNIVERSITY, INLAND EMPIRE DEDICATED TO 

COMBATING CHILD EXPLOITATION

Argosy University, Inland Empire students 
banded together under the academic leadership 
in 2011 to help form Counselors on Wheels, 
a student organization dedicated to meeting 
the mental health needs of the Inland Empire 
community where its students live, work and 
attend school. 

Argosy University, Inland Empire Program 
Chair Dr. Akin Merino had the vision to start 
a counseling organization for students at the 
campus. With the assistance of the campus 
director of clinical training, Dr. Brenda Navarrete, 
Counselor on Wheels was created. The 
initial Counselors on Wheels project,“Open 
Clinic,” offered free counseling sessions to the 

residents of Yucaipa, Calif., by the group’s 20 
practicum student members.

The group is open to all counseling students 
on the campus and is currently dedicated to 
the task of combating child exploitation in San 
Bernardino County. 

“As students who have opted to pursue helping 
professions, we have a high level of dedication 
to our fi eld and to the communities around us,” 
said Master of Arts in Counseling Psychology 
student Alyssa Ogden. “In areas like San 
Bernardino County, there is a lack of access 
to mental health services for lower income 
populations. Our goal is to give our time and 

professional expertise to help meet the mental 
health needs of these groups.”

The group is pursuing training that would 
allow them to go out into the community to 
do presentations to raise awareness about the 
issue of child exploitation, something for which 
every child can be at risk, according to Ogden. 

Per the San Bernardino Coalition Against Sexual 
Exploitation, the average age of entry into the 
commercial sex industry in the United States 

is 12 years old. According to the group, one in 
three teens will be recruited by a pimp within 
48 to 72 hours of running away from home and 
becoming homeless. 

“This is a major issue for minors in San 
Bernardino County,” said Ogden. “We want 
to help teach families how to communicate 
with their child about this topic, how to create 
a safe and comfortable environment for them 
to be honest, what the warning signs are for 
traffi cking and how to spot them in your child.”

Connect ing With  The World  Is  In  Our  DNA.



LOS ANGELES

ARGOSY UNIVERSITY, LOS ANGELES
STUDENTS COMBAT GANG VIOLENCE

Argosy University, Los Angeles Master of 
Arts in Forensic Psychology students Carlos 
Alvarez and Daisy Gomez take their education 
to the streets daily as they work to help turn 
around the lives of at-risk youth in South and 
Southeast Los Angeles. The pair, who grew 
up in the area, know fi rsthand the impact that 
gangs and violence can have on the lives of their 
community and are working to change it, one 
person at a time. 

Alvarez and Gomez work as pro bono advocates 
and interventionists for youths ages 16 to 23 
who are part of the Los Angeles court and 
prison system and have connections to gangs 
and gang violence. “We canvas the streets of 

Los Angeles and walk the areas most impacted 
by gang violence,” said Alvarez. According 
to Gomez,“Our clients are word-of-mouth 
referrals. Our goal is to develop a relationship 
with the community and the people in it — to 
develop accountability to the community and to 
the client.”  Referrals also come from the Los 
Angeles Unifi ed School District, from the Los 
Angeles County Probation Offi ce and from other 
local agencies. 

Alvarez, now an accomplished bodybuilder and 
Master of Arts in Forensic Psychology student 
at Argosy University, Los Angeles, grew up 
in a gang. “Domestic violence was the norm 
in my house growing up and that mental and 

emotional trauma helped drive me toward
gang life. That all changed with one person,
Mrs. Carroll, a teacher in school who served as 
my mentor and the driving force to guide me to 
turn my life around. By age 19, I turned my love 
of fi ghting in the gang to a love of body building 
and opened my own nutritional store. That’s
the kind of change we are looking to make
with our clients.”

“In addition to forensic case management, we 
mentor our clients and help them navigate the 
judicial system. We become that individual’s 
go-to person, working to combat those issues 
that can lead them back to jail, conducting risk 
assessments in the home and helping steer the 
individual and their family toward the resources 
that can help them combat those stressors. The 
mission is to steer them to exit both gang and 
criminal life,” said Alvarez. 

Gomez, who grew up in South Central Los 
Angeles, draws her inspiration to change others 
from her background, as well. Gomez also grew 
up with gangs as a central part of life. “It was 

the norm,” she said. At age 15, gang violence 
hit home when her sister was killed by her gang 
member boyfriend. “I always wanted to know 
whether something could have been done with 
him to prevent this,” said Gomez. “Through 
education, I found that violent life and gangs 
were not the norm and did not have to be reality. 
Carlos and I work to serve those who are not 
being served and to show that gang life is not 
the only life these young people can lead. If we 
prevent at least one innocent person from being 
stuck in the crossfi re, our work is worth it.”

The two collaborate with organizations such as 
A Better LA and the Chuco’s Justice Center to 
help meet the needs of at-risk populations in the 
community. “We know these young people are 
wired for struggle,” commented Alvarez. 

Gomez said,“Our job is to demonstrate that 
advocacy, knowledge of the system and 
knowledge of the human psyche can make a 
difference in the community and in the lives of 
these young people.”

Connect ing With  The World  Is  In  Our  DNA.



NASHVILLE

ARGOSY UNIVERSITY ALUMNUS
GIVES YOUTH A HOPE AND A FUTURE

Argosy University alumnus Paul Berkes is 
making a difference for youth in his community 
with the nonprofi t organization A Hope and a 
Future. Berkes, a 2009 graduate of the Master 
of Arts in Professional Counseling program 
at the Nashville campus, founded the group, 
which seeks to “give wings to weary hearts and 
minds” through a program called Flight School.

“We believe that life works best when we live 
it together. A Hope and a Future addresses the 
importance of building relationships that soar 
above the negative experiences in our past,” 
said Berkes.

The group is dedicated to tackling the tough 
issues surrounding teen suicide and to giving 
struggling youth a purpose through music. 
Berkes, who at the age of 11 struggled with 
thoughts of suicide and family issues, found 
respite and hope from his involvement in a 
church play in which he participated. During
that experience, he learned to play piano and 
guitar and found a group of people willing 
to accept him for who he was and help him 
realize his worth. Berkes went on to receive a 
bachelor’s degree in music from the University 
of Memphis and has paired his love of music 
with his passion for helping others with his 
advanced degree in counseling.

“The mission of Flight School is to provide a safe 
Christ-centered environment for adolescents 
who want to get help in a world of distress and 
decisions — a place where they can build a 
foundation of faith, hope and love to rise above 
the obstacles in their lives,” said Berkes. 

The group provides a supportive and challenging 
environment that encourages the physical, 
mental and spiritual growth of adolescents in 

the following interdisciplinary areas: expressive 
arts, academic enrichment and physical 
education. The program focuses on
life skills, academics and expressive arts for 
students in fi rst grade through high school who 
participate. In the program, students
learn to communicate better, improve 
interpersonal skills, develop confl ict resolution 
strategies, get help with academic issues and 
pursue music. 

Connect ing With  The World  Is  In  Our  DNA.



ONLINE PROGRAMS

ARGOSY UNIVERSITY, ONLINE PROGRAMS 
STUDENT FOUNDS NONPROFIT

AFTER TUCSON TRAGEDY

On Jan. 8, 2011, Argosy University, Online 
Programs student Jenny Hileman’s life changed 
forever. Hileman, a student in the Master of Arts 
in Education in Educational Leadership program, 
received word that her mother, Suzi Hileman, 
had been shot. Mrs. Hileman, along with U.S. 
Representative Gabrielle Giffords and 17 other 
people, was gunned down during a “Congress 
on Your Corner” public meeting held in a 
supermarket parking lot in Tucson, Ariz.

Mrs. Hileman’s companion that day, 9-year-old 
Christina-Taylor Green, was one of six people 
who did not survive the tragedy. Mrs. Hileman 
and her husband, Bill, both retired, met Christina 
and her brother, Dallas, when the Green family 
moved into the same Tucson neighborhood. The 
couple immediately took to the two children. 

When Christina was elected to the student 
council at her elementary school, Mrs. Hileman 
wanted to further her interest in public service, 
and the two set a date for the “Congress on 
Your Corner” event.

Today, Ms. Hileman and her mother are 
honoring the bond between the Green and 
Hileman families with the nonprofi t organization 
Grandparents in Residence (GRIN). GRIN was 
designed as an inter-generational mentoring 
program whose mission is to promote, support, 
and create opportunities for interactions 
between those who have time and those 
who have need. Ms. Hileman, who lives in 
Chicago, handles the organization, logistics and 
administrative aspects of the agency while her 
mother runs the day-to-day operation. 

“GRIN’s mission is to bring together those 
with talent and those with the desire to learn,” 
said Ms. Hileman. “GRIN has photographers, 
paper crafters, storybook readers and mentors 
available daily and/or monthly, even annually 
for special events, that volunteer their talents 

with partnering schools. The volunteer base 
is growing every day.” GRIN offers training to 
ensure that quality interactions take place in a 
safe and thoughtful environment. Volunteers are 
certifi ed and receive identifying credentials such 
as CPR and Basic First Aid classes.

Connect ing With  The World  Is  In  Our  DNA.



ORANGE COUNTY

ARGOSY UNIVERSITY, ORANGE COUNTY
HOLIDAY TOY DRIVE BENEFITS

LATINO CHILDREN IN NEED

Argosy University, Orange County helped make 
holiday wishes come true for children in need 
with a winter toy drive that benefi tted clients of 
the nonprofi t organization Casa de la Familia.

Casa de la Familia was established to address 
and serve the emotional needs of children, 
teens, adults and the elderly who have suffered 
a psychological trauma — in a compassionate, 
ethical and professional manner. The primary 
focus for the services the agency provides 
is to the underserved and underrepresented 
minority populations, with a special emphasis on 

providing bicultural and bilingual psychological 
treatment, education and outreach to the
Latino community.

The majority of the agency’s professional, caring 
therapists are bicultural, bilingual and Spanish-
speaking. The group specializes in the treatment 
of post-traumatic, anxiety and depressive 
disorders of children, adolescents, adults and 
elderly and human traffi cking victims, providing 
crisis intervention and long-term individual and 
family therapy. The organization also provides 
home visits on an as-needed basis.

Casa de la Familia provides services in Los 
Angeles and Orange counties and works 
closely with city, county and state Social 
Service agencies, police departments, victims’ 
advocates and community service programs.

Senior Director of Admissions for Argosy 
University, Orange County Leisa Ruiz said, 

“Casa de la Familia has served as a meaningful 
practicum site for our students at Argosy 
University, Orange County. Hosting this toy drive 
to help ensure better holidays for the agency’s 
clients was one of the many ways we hope to 
partner with the agency in the future.” 

Connect ing With  The World  Is  In  Our  DNA.



PHOENIX

ARGOSY UNIVERSITY, PHOENIX TAKES 
PSYCHOLOGICAL ASSESSMENT FROM THE 

CLASSROOM TO THE COMMUNITY

Argosy University, Phoenix students took their 
geropsychology course from the classroom to 
the community at St. Rose Philippine Duchesne 
Parish in Anthem under the direction of Argosy 
University, Phoenix Associate Professor Gina 
Touch Mercer. Through this unique partnership, 
Mercer arranged for students to conduct 
cognitive tests for a group of older parishioners 
who had concerns about memory loss. 

Eight students participated in the course 
assignment/community service initiative. Prior to 
the project beginning, Mercer and the students 
offered talks at the church on memory loss 
and on the normal signs of aging as compared 
to the symptoms of dementia. From there, 

members of the parish who were interested 
in participating scheduled an individual intake 
session with Mercer and the students. 

In addition to speaking with the participant and 
family members during the intake process, each 
student conducted a one-hour assessment 
of the participant’s cognition and mood. With 
participants’ signed consent, students reviewed 
participants’ medical records and contacted 
their physicians and mental health professionals, 
when appropriate, to help with the diagnosis 
process. “Students looked at each client 
holistically to help determine the cause of their 
memory issues,” said Mercer.

After the assessments for each client were 
completed, students prepared a written report 
for both a fi nal grade and for presentation to 
the client. This fi nal consult with each individual 
lasted more than an hour and was a true 
intervention. “All but one participant’s memory 
issues were related to depression or anxiety 
rather than to an illness like dementia,” said 
Mercer. “These evaluations gave participants a 
sense of relief they wouldn’t otherwise have felt 
about their memory loss. Most of the cognitive 
issues students found were reversible or 
treatable.” Through this process, students were 
able to make recommendations based on their 
assessments and determine appropriate follow-
up care for participants. 

“There was a diverse approach that the 
parishioners who participated greatly valued,” 

said Mercer. “Recommendations for follow-up 
were made with respect to personal religious, 
racial and ethnic diversity.”

The process provided participants with 
information about the normal aging process 
and the effect that issues such as anxiety and 
depression can have on a person’s memory. 

“The project gave students the opportunity to 
be exposed to the typical types of issues and 
concerns they will address in working with 
older adults as they become practitioners,” 
said Mercer. “They found that many of the 
issues they experienced with this population 
were applicable to other age groups and were 
things they will commonly see in any type of 
professional setting as they move forward in 
their careers.”

Connect ing With  The World  Is  In  Our  DNA.



SALT LAKE CITY

ARGOSY UNIVERSITY, SALT LAKE CITY
HELPS BRINGS HOLIDAY CHEER

TO LOCAL AFRICAN REFUGEE FAMILY

Argosy University, Salt Lake City brought holiday 
cheer during the holiday season by “adopting” 
a family in need. The campus sponsored a 
local refugee family from Africa through a local 
organization dedicated to advancing the African-
American business community in Utah.

The campus learned about the family from 
African-Americans Advancing in Commerce 
Community Education & Leadership (ACCEL), 
a black chamber organization new to the state 
of Utah. Established in the winter of 2009, 
the organization was founded by a part-time 

business owner who saw a need to build an 
environment where the black community could 
come together on a regular basis to network
and exchange business ideas. The group 
partnered with United Africans of Utah to 
connect local businesses with families in critical 
need of their help. 

As a result, Argosy University, Salt Lake City 
came to know their local “adopted” family, 
comprised of a single mother, the elderly mother 
whom she cares for and her own three teenage 
children. Argosy University, Salt Lake City placed 

wishes and needs from the refugee family on 
paper snowfl akes hung from a tree on campus. 
Employees and students selected the items 
they wished to purchase from the family’s 
requests. Requested items included cleaning 
supplies, laundry and dish soap, bathroom items, 
winter clothes, hygiene items and bedding. 

Gifts were wrapped and ready to deliver to the 
family on Dec. 17, just in time for the holidays. 

“It was an honor to be able to help, in however 
small a way, a family that has been through so 
much,” said Campus President David Tietjen. 

“Their ‘wish’ items were basic necessities 
needed for survival — things many of us can 
sometimes take for granted.”

Connect ing With  The World  Is  In  Our  DNA.



SAN DIEGO

ARGOSY UNIVERSITY, SAN DIEGO
PROVIDES SUPPLIES TO MENTAL

HEALTH ORGANIZATION

Argosy University, San Diego held a school 
supplies drive to benefi t the William R. Mead 
Training Academy in 2011. The drive was part
of a partnership developed with nonprofi t 
agency Mental Health Systems, which operates 
the school.

The William R. Mead Training Academy is a 
service of Mental Health Systems and is a 
school for counselors. It provides courses in 
addiction counseling that meets the California 
Department of Alcohol and Drug Programs 
(DADP) requirements for certifi cation in drug 
and alcohol counseling. Those who complete 

the program can then pursue certifi cation as a 
substance abuse counselor with most certifying 
agencies in California. 

Mental Health Systems is a nonprofi t agency 
founded in 1978 to improve the lives of 
individuals, families and communities facing 
substance abuse and behavioral health 
challenges. The organization provides
affordable mental health and drug and alcohol 
rehabilitation services.

Argosy University, San Diego’s partnership 
extends beyond providing supplies for the 

academy. The campus has developed an 
articulation agreement with Mental Health 
Systems that allows graduates of the William 
R. Mead Academy to transfer credits earned 
in their program of study into psychology or 
criminal justice degree programs at Argosy 
University, San Diego. 

“The William R. Mead Academy is dedicated to 
meeting the need for qualifi ed counselors to 
help battle substance abuse and addiction.
We are honored to work with them to help
meet the goals of their students and to assist 
with the other services provided by Mental 
Health Systems,” said Campus President 
Deborah Markos. 
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SAN FRANCISCO BAY AREA 

ARGOSY UNIVERSITY, SAN FRANCISCO
BAY AREA EMPLOYEES HELP

BUILD FUTURES FOR FAMILIES IN NEED

Argosy University, San Francisco Bay Area 
employees came together to help local families 
in need through a volunteer day in collaboration 
with Habitat for Humanity’s East Bay Chapter in 
2011. Led by campus Counseling Psychology 
Training Director and long-time Habitat for 
Humanity volunteer Dr. Heather Martarella, a 
group of employees came together for the 
second year in a row to work on a home for a 
deserving family in need. 

“The home we worked on was a house Habitat 
for Humanity had reclaimed in East Oakland,” 
said Martarella. “The abandoned property had 
squatters living in it for a year, and our challenge 
was to help Habitat for Humanity remodel the 
house to make it a home for a local family
in need.”

Habitat for Humanity East Bay is a local affi liate 
of Habitat for Humanity International that 
partners with hardworking families, community 
volunteers and donors to build affordable 
ownership homes in Alameda and Contra Costa 
counties in California. 

Through the Habitat for Humanity program, 
families working in service, manufacturing,
retail and other sectors are able to live near their 
jobs in decent, safe and permanent homes. In 
20 years, the organization helped more than 300 
in the community. 

Through the program, homeowners invest 500 
hours of “sweat equity” to help build their 
own homes, as well as additional time for 
homeowner workshops. Houses are sold to 

partner families at no profi t and are fi nanced 
with affordable, zero-interest mortgages. 

“It is our campus plan to continue to volunteer 
each year,” said Martarella. “It is an incredible 
way to give back to the community and to see, 

physically, the impact that your service can 
have. Working together as a campus gives us 
the opportunity to get to know each other better 
inside and outside of the offi ce and to build a 
camaraderie we don’t always otherwise have 
the opportunity to build.”
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SARASOTA

ARGOSY UNIVERSITY, SARASOTA
PROFESSOR MAKING A DIFFERENCE

WITH DOLPHIN RESEARCH

Argosy University, Sarasota Program Chair of 
Research Dr. Ann Weaver brings unique real-
world experience to her statistics students as 
St. Petersburg’s “Dolphin Lady.” Weaver, an 
animal behaviorist (ethologist), studies free-
ranging dolphins at sea under a federal permit 
with the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration. The purpose of her intensive 
study is to investigate the potential impact of 
coastal construction as an anthropogenic
threat to dolphin populations off St. Petersburg’s 
west coast. 

Weaver is in the eighth year of the study, which 
lasts through 2016. Through the project, she 
has established an extensive and highly detailed 

database that allows her to test hypotheses 
about the potential impact of construction 
projects along coastlines, one of the few of its 
kind. As part of her research, Weaver ventures 
out into the waters of John’s Pass 10 —12 times 
per month, for two to eight hours each day, to 
collect data on the animals and determine the 
impact the construction of a new waterway 
bridge in the area has on the creatures. In a boat 
piloted by Weaver’s husband, Master U.S. Coast 
Guard Capt. John Heidemann, she collects 
photos of each dolphin’s dorsal fi ns to determine 
which animals are in the area for population 
biology and abundance studies. She collects 
behavioral data on what the animals do in the 
location and how they are using the waterway 

for distribution and behavior studies. In addition, 
she monitors two dozen physical conditions on 
each animal for fi eld veterinary studies. 

The project, however, extends beyond the 
research and into the community, as Weaver 
publishes a regular column about her work in 
Tampa Bay Newspapers. Through this local 
community newspaper, Weaver provides 
residents with insight into the lives of the 
dolphins in her study. “This project is a unique 
opportunity to make science accessible and 
friendly for people. It helps people learn about 
wild animals and the issues that affect them.” 

To date, Weaver has published 300 articles in 
the paper and regularly gives richly illustrated 

talks to local groups of all types. “It helps me 
to build a rapport with the local community and 
helps people to be more conservation-conscious 
long-term,” said Weaver. 

Weaver’s work also has an impact in the 
classroom at Argosy University, Sarasota. 

“The project helps me bring real data and real 
dilemmas to the classroom,” said Weaver. “It 
helps to make the subject of research, which 
can be intimidating for some and dry for others, 
very real for students. It is incredibly unique 
to have and use data that the students are 
personally connected to. It makes the science 
much more approachable and relevant for them.” 
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SCHAUMBURG

ARGOSY UNIVERSITY, SCHAUMBURG
PARTNERS WITH LOCAL SCHOOL DISTRICT

TO HELP HOMELESS TEENS

Argosy University, Schaumburg extends its 
education from the classroom to the community 
with a partnership it has forged with a local 
Illinois school district.

Community Unit School District 300, located in 
the Fox River Valley in Chicago’s far northwest 
suburbs, was offi cially founded in 1948 with 
1,631 students. Today, District 300 is the sixth 
largest school district in Illinois by enrollment 
with more than 20,300 students over its 118 
square mile radius. 

More than 500 of the district’s students and their 
families are homeless — a statistic that sent the 

organization on a mission to help its children in 
need. Argosy University, Schaumburg is there to 
help, offering time, resources and donations for 
those children and their families. 

Through a strong partnership developed 
between the district and the university campus, 
volunteers at Argosy University, Schaumburg 
kicked off the District 300 school year by 
gathering and donating boxes of school supplies 
for District 300 children in need. Later, in the 
fall, the campus gathered new and gently used 
coats in support of a District 300 drive to ensure 
all of its students had basic winter necessities 
through the Salvation Army. 

“The partnership has been a wonderful avenue 
to help provide students with the resources 
they need to be successful in school,” said 
retired District 300 Superintendent and Argosy 
University professor Dr. Kenneth Arndt. “It has 
also provided an avenue for the school district 
to get to know Argosy University better as a 
resource for enhancing the education of District 
300 staff members and teachers.” 

“The relationship between District 300 and 
Argosy University has developed into the 
university offering a cohort class for the school 
district. It has been a wonderful avenue for 
district staff to meet other interested and like-
minded persons from education and all walks 
of life,” said Arndt. “It provides the opportunity 
to learn from each other and learn how many 
similarities each profession has and what 
challenges each of us face.” 
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SEATTLE

ARGOSY UNIVERSITY, SEATTLE THERAPISTS
IN RESIDENCE PROGRAM HELPS THOSE
DEALING WITH CHEMICAL DEPENDENCY

Argosy University, Seattle helped those 
dealing with chemical dependency through its 
Therapists in Residence program at Sundown 
M Ranch. Counseling Psychology students 
gained on-site practical experience, along 
with course credit, as they joined Sundown’s 
multidisciplinary staff in helping the facility’s 
patients and families come to terms with 
overcoming their addiction.

During the program, students lived in-residence 
for a week at the ranch, the Northwest’s 
largest chemical dependency facility, as part 
of a course offered through Argosy University, 
Seattle. Student participants spent time in the 
classroom on campus, as well as at the ranch, 

in this educational immersion opportunity. They 
lived with patients and their families for a week, 
gaining fi rsthand knowledge of, and experience 
with, the rehab process. Immersed in therapy, 
the real-life patient experience and activities 
of the chemical dependency profession, they 
learned the language and culture of recovery. 

Sundown M Ranch was founded in 1968 and, 
since that time, has led more than 114,000 
adolescents, adults and families from the grip 
of alcohol and drug addiction to the freedom of 
recovery. The ranch is a retreat that provides 
adult, youth, family residential and outpatient 
chemical dependency treatment at its 30-acre 
facility. Located at the entrance of the Yakima 

River Canyon, it houses 60 youth, 96 adults and 
54 of their family members residing at Sundown 
for family therapy weekends. The organization 
is nationally recognized for its quality programs 
and professional caregivers who follow a client-
centered motto and approach. 

Students who participated in this unique 
learning experience during the summer helped
to organize and complete a continuing
education program for psychologists, 
psychiatrists and chemical dependency 
professionals in Seattle, Wash.

Argosy University, Seattle Associate Professor 
Dr. David Moore said, “The cutting edge of 
mental health counseling is in integrated 
behavioral health where the mental health 
counselor works in a team to deliver 
multidisciplinary services. The most important 
bridge we can build in this area is between the 
mental health and substance abuse professions. 
The Sundown-Argosy University immersion 
program is the best bridge we can provide for 
our students and the communities they serve.”
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TAMPA

ARGOSY UNIVERSITY, TAMPA
SPONSORS ANGELS

THROUGH SALVATION ARMY

Argosy University, Tampa helps to meet
the needs of local families each holiday
season through the Salvation Army’s
Angel Tree program. 

The Salvation Army Angel Tree is an annual 
charity event that provides children with gifts 
and needed supplies. The Salvation Army, which 
was established in 1865, created the Angel Tree 
program to help meet some of the needs of the 
more than 30 million Americans who receive 
assistance, in some form, from the organization 
each year.

For those who are in need, the Salvation Army 
Angel Tree program is a resource to get families 

through the holiday season. The organization 
begins taking sign-ups at its website and 
through local chapters in September and 
October. Needy families can register to receive 
gifts, while those who are able can sign up to 
donate to children. 

The program provides necessary items such 
as clothing, school supplies and educational 
materials to children and allows them to also 
request a wished-for item. For its fi fth year 
of involvement with the program, Argosy 
University, Tampa sponsored 50 “angels” and 
matched them with employees and students on 
the campus. 

“Each angel on the tree at the campus provided 
the fi rst name, gender and the age of a child 
in need,” said Jillian Conrad, senior human 
resources generalist for the campus. “It 
contained the name of an item the child needed, 
as well as an item they wished for during the 
holiday season. Our goal was to meet all of their 
needs and make as many of their wishes come 
true as possible.” 

Employee and student donors’ donations were 
presented to the Salvation Army in December, 
and campus leadership spent the morning 
volunteering at the agency. “We sorted toys, 
unloaded vans as they arrived, put together 
stocking stuffers for children, assembled 
bicycles and spread holiday cheer,” said Conrad. 
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TWIN CITIES

ARGOSY UNIVERSITY, TWIN CITIES
CONNECTS TO LOCAL COMMUNITY

THROUGH 360 COMMUNITIES

Argosy University, Twin Cities is making a 
difference in its Eagan, Minn., community with 
a partnership it forged with local philanthropic 
organization 360 Communities. 

360 Communities is a local nonprofi t 
organization founded by a dedicated group 
of volunteers more than 40 years ago as the 
Community Action Council, focused on engaging 
residents in local communities to make an 
impact and meet the personal, economic and 
social needs of people where they live and work. 

The organization offers more than 50 services 
to residents, provided primarily in the four major 
areas of violence prevention and awareness, 
emergency food assistance, community 
immigrant support and partnerships with area 
schools to help better prepare students for 

success. The organization believes in beginning 
with success through programs such as the 
Lewis House, Armful of Love, Partners for 
Success and New American Services. All 
services rely on a pool of trained volunteers and 
key partnerships with area businesses and civic 
leaders and organizations.

As an educational partner, Argosy University, 
Twin Cities has conducted a number of charity 
drives on campus, securing food, toiletry and 
even toy donations to help meet the agency’s 
needs at the Lewis House, a place that provides 
safe housing, support and advocacy to survivors 
of domestic abuse and sexual assault. Campus 
President Scott Tjaden serves as a member 
of the organization’s 360 Communities/Eagan 
Community Convening Leadership Group.

Employees of the campus volunteer to help 
meet the needs of the women and children 
of Lewis House and also dedicate community 
service hours in Partners For Success, a 
program in 25 schools from seven school 
districts in Minnesota’s Dakota and Scott 
Counties, that helps students and families 
overcome the problems that prevent a 
successful school experience. Partners For 
Success also decreases teacher time spent on
non-academic issues so they can focus on what 
they do best: teaching. 

Students have participated in awareness 
activities for the organization such as “Shine the 
Light on the Path to Prevent Sexual Violence” 
and in collecting unused cell phones for the 
organization’s use. While these cell phones
may no longer be in use or connected to a 
phone plan, they can still contact emergency 
services and fi ll a critical need for victims of 
domestic violence.
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WASHINGTON DC

ARGOSY UNIVERSITY, WASHINGTON DC
FACULTY MEMBER

PERFORMS WITH BRETHREN

Nearly 12 years after his journey as a member 
of the Gay Men’s Chorus of Washington, DC 
(GMCW) began, Argosy University, Washington 
DC Associate Professor Sean Robinson still 
revels in every performance. “Over the past 12 
years, weekly for nine months out of the year, I 
have gathered with 200 other gay men — my 
chosen brothers and family — to sing, to share, 
to laugh, to cry, to join together in music as a 
community of one. Over the past 12 years, I 
have not simply grown as a person,
I have grown as a gay man,” said Robinson.

The group, the largest of its kind in the world, 
was founded as a way to delight audiences and 
champion gay equality with robust artistry, fun 
and surprise. The work the Gay Men’s Chorus 
does goes beyond performing arts and extends 
to outreach and education about and for the 

lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and queer 
(LGBTQ) community. The Gay Men’s Chorus 
entertains audiences through its two ensembles, 
Potomac Fever, an a capella close harmony 
group, and the Rock Creek Singers, a small 
chamber group. 

Performances take place throughout the year 
at a host of venues, from community centers 
and theaters to high schools. “Whether we are 
taking an abridged concert into a school, giving 
panel talks to students and teachers, or bringing 
high school and college youth, teachers and their 
families to a full performance, we as a group 
of gay men are working to create those spaces 
where all LGBTQ individuals are valued, affi rmed, 
respected and celebrated. I know that had I 
experienced such an opportunity in high school 
or college, my life may have taken a different 

path. Maybe not easier, but certainly different,” 
said Robinson.

The group is focused on political action as 
well, with a nationally televised performance at 
President Obama’s 2008 inauguration, singing 
before members of Congress on the day that 
DC’s same-sex marriage law took effect, and 
performing as part of the 2010 March on 
Washington. The group has sung in response 
to the AIDS crisis, to same-sex marriage 
discrimination, to “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell,” in 
response to the impact of drug use
and addiction in the gay community, and 
in response to hate crimes and violence 
against LGBTQ individuals. “Both our musical 
expression and our political activism, as it 
were, seek to revise those heteronormative 
conceptions of love, family, community and 
humanity,” said Robinson. 

“Because of my continuing involvement with the 
Gay Men’s Chorus, I have grown to appreciate 
the richness of diversity of our experiences 
and to relish the sense of community that truly 
exists. As a lifelong educator, student affairs 
professional, and current faculty member at 
Argosy University, Washington DC, these 
aspects of GMCW’s goals hold a deeper 
meaning. Because of these tenets, every time 
I perform as part of GMCW, I am standing up 
for who I am, I am standing up for those that 
are not able to stand up for themselves and 
I am telling those watching and listening that 
it is OK to be whoever they are. Every time I 
step onto the stage — usually dressed in some 
outrageous costume and under some fantastic 
lighting and set design — I come out. I come 
out as a proud gay man. I come out for the 
LGBTQ community. I come out unashamed of 
who I am and proud of who I am becoming. I 
am, because we are.”
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LEADING THE COMMUNITY
THROUGH EDUCATION

“As a child, going to college was never even 
a thought,” said Dr. Sherryl Moore-Ollie, who 
grew up on the west side of Chicago in a 
single-parent home with three other siblings. “It 
wasn’t until I met my high school counselor, Gail 
Williams, who exposed me to college campuses 
and academia, that I was inspired to want more 
out of life.”

Today, Moore-Ollie is a principal of William
Penn Elementary School, making headlines 
across the nation for her innovative approach
to keeping gangs and violence out of the lives
of her students. 

“My entire career has been at William Penn 
Elementary School, servicing the needs of 
students from a community I grew up in, a 
community that has a special place in my heart, 
as do the children of William Penn Elementary,” 
she said. 

Moore-Ollie is incredibly active in the community, 
taking part in groups such as Grow Your Own 
Teachers, an organization that encourages 
parents and young adults to go back to school 
to become teachers in their own community. 
She is best known for her work with the 
initiative Boxing Out Negativity (B.O.N.), which 

began under her leadership at William Penn 
Elementary. Under the initiative, former gang 
leaders Derek Brown and Chevez Fitzpatrick 
are giving back to the community they feel 
they helped destroy. The two now mentor 
elementary-age boys to discourage them from 
becoming a part of a gang and to keep them 
away from the negative elements that they 
often encounter in their communities, such as 
drugs and alcohol. B.O.N. teaches boys not 
only physical discipline through boxing, but also 
mental discipline and strength. The program has 
been featured in the Chicago Tribune and on 

“Dateline NBC.”

Moore-Ollie has been published in the Chicago 
Tribune and Catalyst Chicago and was selected 
by Congressman Danny Davis as one of the 
Most Outstanding Administrators in education. 
She received a bachelor’s degree in Liberal Arts 
& Sciences from the University of Illinois at 
Urbana and holds Master of Education degrees 
in Elementary Education and Administration 
& Supervision from Roosevelt University. 
She earned her Doctorate of Education in 
Educational Leadership from Argosy University, 
Chicago in 2010. 

A L U M N I  F E A T U R E
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WESTERN STATE COLLEGE OF LAW WORKS
WITH PUBLIC LAW CENTER TO MEET

LEGAL NEEDS OF UNDERREPRESENTED

Western State College of Law students and 
faculty are making a difference in Orange 
County, dedicating their time and talents 
throughout the year as volunteers with the 
Public Law Center.

The Public Law Center, Orange County’s pro 
bono law fi rm, is committed to providing 
access to justice for low-income residents. 
Through volunteers and staff, the Public Law 
Center (PLC) provides free civil legal services, 
including counseling, individual representation, 
community education, and strategic litigation 
and advocacy to challenge societal injustices. 

Now in its 30th year of service, PLC works with 
nearly 1,200 volunteer lawyers, paralegals and 
law students from throughout the county who 
volunteer their time and expertise.

In 2010 alone, PLC staff and volunteers 
provided 47,305 hours of free legal services in 
handling more than 4,500 cases, serving more 
than 18,000 low-income children, adults and 
seniors in Orange County. Volunteers for the 
organization included partners at major Orange 
County law fi rms, sole practitioners, young 
lawyers, law students, college students and an 
array of others concerned about ensuring access 
to justice.

Most importantly, PLC provides Orange County 
attorneys with the opportunity to help make 
sure that access to civil justice is available to 
all. PLC offers many different types of pro bono 
work for potential volunteers, whether they are 
in large fi rms or small fi rms, sole practitioners, 
litigators or transactional lawyers, or law 
students. Their work includes private attorney 
referral, taking part in the Orange County 
Human Traffi cking Coalition, offering community 
legal clinics, partnering with St. Joseph Health 
System through a program called Family 
Advocates and through its other programs, 
which include the Southeast Asian Legal 

Outreach Project, AIDS Legal Assistance Project, 
Community Organizations Legal Assistance 
Project and Impact Advocacy.

“The Public Law Center opens access to justice 
for those who are most vulnerable to injustice. 
Our collaborative relationship with them has 
exposed our students to the need and desire to 
give back to the community through the legal 
profession and has provided them with valuable 
real-world experience while helping to meet 
critical legal needs in the community,” said 
Western State College of Law Dean Bill Adams. 
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Hundreds of organizations benefi t 
from the work of EDMC schools. 
The following is a partial list:

211 Broward
2nd Harvest Food Bank, Nashville
4Kids of South Florida, the Miami 
   Dolphins Foundation
A Million Thanks
A.C.E. Agency for Community Empowerment
Abandoned Pet Rescue, Fort Lauderdale
Action AIDS
Adopt a Family Palm Beach County 
Adrienne Arsht Performing Arts Foundation
AID Gwinnett
AIDS Alliance, Atlanta
Akron Children’s Hospital
Akron-Canton Regional Food Bank
Alameda Food Bank
Alaskan Leader Foundation
Alcoholics Anonymous, Atlanta
Aliah Sweet Fragile Hearts Foundation
Alliance of the Streets
Alms Christian Church
ALS Association of Georgia
Alzheimer’s Association
American Advertising Federation of Tucson
American Associates, Ben-Gurion 
   University of the Negev
American Business Clubs (AMBUCS)
American Cancer Society
American Cancer Society, Ft. Wayne Chapter
American Cancer Society, Indianapolis
American Culinary Federation
American Diabetes Association
American Heart Association
American Heart Association of Utah
American Heart Association, Portland 
   and SW Washington

American House Hazel Park
American Institute of Graphic Arts
American Institute of Wine and Food, 
   Monterey Bay Chapter  
American Lung Association in California
American President’s Council of Motorcycle 
   Clubs and Organizations
American Red Cross 
American Rose Society
American Sleep Apnea Association
American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty 
   to Animals (ASPCA)
Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis Association (ALSA)
Angel Tree
Animal Welfare League of Alexandria
Arizona Media Arts Center
Arlington-Alexandria Coalition for the Homeless, Inc.
Art Studio Miami
Artful Aging
Asera Care Home Health and Hospice, Indianapolis
Ashby House
Asia America Initiative
Asian Chamber of Commerce
Asian Pacifi c American Heritage Association
Atlanta Day Shelter
Atlanta Veteran’s Center
Austin Chamber of Commerce
Austin Habitat for Humanity
Austin Partners in Education
Autism Society of Treasure Valley
Autism Speaks
Aviva Children’s Services-Tucson
Bar Camp Philly
Barkitecture
Battered Women’s Shelter
Beacon Presbyterian Church
Bessie Coleman Foundation
Bethesda Academy
Betts Longworth Community Organization
Betty Griffi n House Domestic Violence Shelter

Bicycle Collective
Big Brother Big Sister
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Broward County
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Greater Birmingham
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Metro Atlanta
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Orange County
Big Brothers Big Sisters of the Coastal Empire
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Warren  
   and Clinton Counties
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Will and 
   Grundy Counties
Big Family of Michigan 
Black Pine Animal Sanctuary
Bloomington Fine Arts Council
Blue Santa Campaign
Bonnet House
Booker Middle School
Boy Scouts of America
Boys & Girls Club of Central Alabama
Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater Sacramento
Boys & Girls Club of Fort Wayne, IN
Boys & Girls Clubs of Middle Tennessee
Bread of Life
Breasties
Brent’s Place
Bridge Run 
Bridge to Freedom Foundation
Bridges for a Just Community
Brookline Climate Week
Broward County Detention Center
Broward County Pediatric Society
Business for Culture and the Arts, 
   Portland, Oregon
C.S. Mott Children’s Hospital
California Courts of Appeal
California Restaurant Association
California Women’s Leadership Association, Rialto
Camillus House
Can Anything Good Come Out of the Hood
Cancer Care

Canine Assisted Therapy, Inc.
Canstruction
Capitol Area Food Bank
Career Closet
Carter BloodCare
Casa de la Familia
CASA of LaPorte
Cats Exclusive
Center for Accessible Living
Center for Homeless
Center for the Blind
Central Business District Association Internship Day
Central Virginia Foodbank
Charleston Children’s Museum 
Charleston Development Academy 
Charleston Film Festival 
Charleston Local Development Corporation
Charleston Moves 
Charleston Peninsula Task force
Charleston Wine & Food Festival
Chef & Child Foundation
Chef ’s Feast
Children First
Children First Academy
Children of Inmates Foundation
Children’s Home Society Presents An Evening of Taste
Children’s Miracle Network 
Children’s Guardian Fund
Children’s Home Society
Children’s Home Society of Florida
Children’s Hospital of the King’s Daughters
Christian County Chamber of Commerce
Christian Service Mission
Christmas in Action of Oakland County
Christopher House
Cincinnati Association for the Blind and Visually Impaired
City of Fort Lauderdale Parks and 
   Recreation Department
City of Hope
City of McKees Rocks

City of Refuge, Inc
City of San Bernardino
City of Santa Cruz Parks and Recreation 
City of Santa Monica Woodlawn Cemetery
City of Tampa Mayor’s Hispanic Advisory Council
City of Tampa Police Department
Clara White Mission
Clean Up and Green Up
Cleveland Eye Bank
Coats for Kids
Colorado Black Arts Festival
Colorado Center for Community Development
Colorado Nursery & Greenhouse Association 
Colorado Organization for the Treatment 
   of Opioid Dependence
Columbia City Shelter
Coming Together Stark County
Community Blood Centers of the West Palm Beach area 
Community Food Bank of Southern Arizona
Community Food Security Coalition
Community Harvest Food Bank
Community Warehouse
Compassion21
Compton Unifi ed School District
Consumer Credit Counseling Service 
Cookie Cart 
Copper Pointe Church
Cotton Club Bakery Competition for 
   Junior Achievement 
Council of Korean American Leaders
Council on American-Islamic Relations
Counseling4Kids
County of San Bernardino Department of 
   Behavioral Health Commission
Cradles To Crayons
Cranes for Kids, Osh Kosh, Inc.
Creative Beginnings Child Development Center
Crisis Center
Crisis City
Crohn’s and Colitis Foundation

Crossroads Christian Church-Backpack Mission
Crossroads Community Ministries
Cystic Fibrosis Foundation
d’Art Center
Dare to Care
Dell Children’s Hospital
Department of Economic Security-Veteran 
   Outreach Program
Diabetes Walk
Dignity U Wear 
Dining with Friends 
Diocese of Covington Development Roundtable
Doctors Without Borders
Domestic Violence Association
Donate Life America
Dress for Success
Dress for Success Charlotte
Eagle-Net Alliance Junior Achievement - 
   Rocky Mountain Inc.
Earth Day San Francisco
Easter Seals of Louisville
Easter Seals of North Georgia 
Education Foundation 
Emerald Nights Event
Emmanuel House
Episcopal Housing Corporation
Erie Kennel Club AKC 
Evolution Women 
Fairchild Gardens 
Family Sunshine Center
Farrington Foundation
Feed the Need 
Feeding America Tampa Bay
Firestone High School
First Coast Higher Education Alliance
First Coast No More Homeless Pets
First Place School
First Ward Elementary School
Fish and Loaves Community Food Pantry
Fisher House -Donation



Florida Attorney General’s Offi ce
Florida Blood Services 
Florida Coalition for the Homeless
Florida Inter Generational Orchestra
Florida Youth Orchestra
Focus on Females Women’s 
   Healthcare Symposium 
Foodbank of Southeastern Virginia
For Arts’ Sake Sacramento
Forgotten Soldiers Outreach  
Fort Wayne Animal Care & Control
Fort Wayne for Fitness Health Fair
Fort Worth Independent School District
Francis House
Francis Slocum Elementary School
Free Arts for Abused Children
Free Arts Minnesota
Free Store Food Bank
Freedom Walk 5K
French-American Chamber of Commerce
Fresenius Dialysis Clinics
Fresh Start Women’s Foundation
Friends of WLRN (NPR)
FXSS Fashion by South Side for Boselli Foundation
Galleria Chamber of Commerce
Garrett Lee Smith Youth Suicide Prevention
Genesis Express
Georgetown Soup Kitchen
Girl Scouts
Gleaner’s Community Food Bank of Southeastern 
Michigan
Global Campus Africa
Global Visionaries  
Gold Coast Jazz Society
Goodwill Industries of Seattle
Grady Rape Crisis Center
Grammy U
Grant County Cancer Services
Greater Houston Women’s Chamber of Commerce
Greater Stark County Urban League
Greenbriar Children’s Center

Greyhound Adoption of NE Ohio
Gulf Coast Regional Blood Center
Habitat for Humanity
Habitat for Humanity Volunteer Builders
Hadassah The Womens Zionist Organization of       
   America - Sunnyvale
Hampton Roads Student Gallery
Hancock County Humane Society 
Hancock County United Way
Hands on Greenville
Harbor House 
Harvest Hope
Harvesters Food Collection
Hawthorne Elementary
Healthy Mothers, Healthy Babies Coalition of 
Georgia
Heart of the City Farmers’ Market
Henderson Behavioral Health Center
Henrico Education Foundation
High Road for Human Rights
HMEF Scholarship Fund
Hokendaqua American Legion
Holiday Hope
Home Instead Senior Care
Homeless Helping Homeless
Hoover Fire Department Camp Conquest 
   for Burn Victims
Hope Chest
Hope for Kids/Full Armor Mentors
Hope House
Hope Mission
Hospice of Summit County
Hospitality Educators Association of Texas
Houston Area Consortium of Career Centers
Houston Bar Association
Houston Food Bank
Houston International Chamber of Commerce
Human Rights Campaign
Humane Society
Humane Society of Charlotte
Humane Society of Indianapolis

Humility of Mary Housing
Huntington County Humane Society
I Am Second
I Heart Denver Store
Idaho Humane Society
Idaho Occupational Therapy Association
Idaho Youth Ranch/Hays School
Impact NW
Independent Cat Society
Indiana Black Expo, Inc.
Indiana Uploaded
Indianapolis Museum of Art
Indy Film Fest
Inland AIDS Project
Inside Out Theatre Company
Interior Design Continuing Education 
    Council (IDCEC)
International Interior Design Association (IIDA),    
   North Florida Chapter
IT Discovery Network/Advance IT Minnesota
Jacksonville Fashion Week 
Jacksonville Film Festival
Jacksonville Police Athletic League
JDRF Walk to Cure Diabetes 
Jerusalem House
Jewish Family and Children’s Services, 
   Northern California 
Jimmie Hale Mission and Jessie’s Place
Job Corps
Joe DiMaggio Children’s Hospital  
Judeo-Christian Outreach Center
Julian Center, Indianapolis 
Julie Valentine Center
Junior Achievement - Rocky Mountain Inc.
Juvenile Diabetes
Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation
KAPOW Foundation
Keep Indianapolis Beautiful
Kentucky Occupational Therapy 
   Associate Organization
Kids’ Turn

Kling Center
Knights of Columbus
Knowledge Bowl - American Culinary Federation
Komen Foundation
Lansdowne Public Library
LaPorte County Family YMCA
Lee Davis Neighborhood Service Center
Leg Up Farm
Lena Pope Home
Leukemia & Lymphoma Society
Leukemia & Lymphoma Society’s Light 
   The Night Walk
Life Bank
Life Share Community Blood Services
Life Treatment
LifeSouth Community Blood Centers
Light the Night
Lighthouse of Oakland County
Lincoln Day Care
Lincoln Elementary School
Literacy Program
Local Early Childhood Care Centers
Loma Linda Hospital
Los Angeles County District Attorney’s Offi ce
Loudoun County Head Start
Love146
Luna Mystics Rescue Ranch
Lutheran Child and Family Services
Lynnhaven Baseball
MacDonald Training Center
Make-A-Wish Foundation
March of Dimes
March of Dimes, Georgia
March of Dimes, Northeast Florida
March of Dimes, Tampa Bay
Maria Droste Services 
Marian Prichet High School
Marine Toys for Tots Foundation
Marjorie Book Continuing Education Society
Martin Luther King, Jr. Center
Meals on Wheels 

Mental Health Center of Denver
Mercy Corps
Mercy Miami Hospital
Metro Atlanta Recovery Residences
Metro United Way 
Metropolitan Ministries
Miami Children’s Hospital
Miami Habitat for Humanity
Miami Organ Transplant Foundation
Miami Rescue Mission
Michiana Humane Society
Miracle Marrow Matches
Miracle on May Street
Mitochondrial Foundation
Mobile Meals Of Tucson
Moffi tt Cancer Center
Motivational Edge
Movember Foundation 
Mozel Sanders Foundation, Indianapolis
MS Society of North Florida
Mt. Calvary 
Mt. Calvary Baptist Church
Muddy River Festival
Multiple Sclerosis Foundation 
Muncie Library
Museum of Science History  Project
MusiCares
Mustard Seed Faith Church
Myers Center
National Academy of Recording Arts and Sciences 
National Council for Interior Design
National Downs Syndrome Congress 
National Marrow Donor Program
National MS Society
Natural Born Artists
Nature’s Nursery Walk
New Hope Center
New Hope Housing
New Life Ministries
Non-Profi t Technology
Norfolk Botanical Garden

Norman Film Studios Silent Film Museum Project
North Coast Behavioral Center
North Shore Hospital
Northern Spark
Northshore Animal League
Novi Youth Assistance Center
Oakwood  and South County Psychiatric Facilities
Off the Wall Gallery
Ombu, South Beach Clean Up
One by One Cat Rescue
One Love One Community Juneteenth Celebration 
One of a Kind Pet
One Warm Coat
OOTA Pediatric 
Operation Christmas Child
Operation: Kid Equip
Orange High School
Oregon Food Bank
Oregon Paralyzed Veterans of America
Oregon Poet Laureate
Oregon Public Broadcasting
Our Daily Bread, St. Thomas Episcopal Church 
Our Lady of Guadalupe Church
Outside In
p:ear
PACT Bradley Center
Paint Your Heart Out
Painting for Miracles
Palmetto Palace 
Palms West Children Hospital
Parent University of Savannah and Chatham County
Park Place Outreach Center
Parkinson’s Foundation
Parkview Services 
Parkwood Elementary
Partnership Against Domestic Violence
Partnership for Community Action
Paw Creek Elementary School
Paws and Stripes
PAWS Animal Shelter
Pearl District Business Association



Pearson Foundation
Pencil Foundation
Philadelphia Interagency Coordinating Council
Pink Dot Utah
Portage County Animal Protective League
Portland Farmers Market
Portland Institute for Contemporary Art
Portland PC Users Group
Portland Rescue Mission
Post Alley Film Festival 
Prevent Child Abuse
Pride Houston, Inc.
Primavera Foundation
Professional Women’s Group Dress for Success 
Tampa Bay
Project Re-Cycle
Project Turnabout
Public Relations Society of America
Purpose Ministry Church, Indianapolis
Quad City Arts
Quantum Leap Farms
Radiant Research
Raphael House
Raptor Rehabilitation of Kentucky
Real Food Rising
Red Cross LaPorte County
Regional Arts & Culture Council
Rescued Pets are Wonderful
Rialto Unifi ed School District
Richmond Public Library
Riverside City Attorney’s Offi ce
Riverside Fine Arts Community
Road Runner Food bank
Rolling Hill’s Adventure Park 
Ronald McDonald House
Ronald McDonald House Charities
Ronald McDonald House, Atlanta
Ronald McDonald House, Miami 
Ronald McDonald House, Philadelphia
Roots in the City
Rose Garden Mission

Rotary Club
Rotary Club of Hampton Roads
Round Rock Area Serving Center
Round Rock Public Library
Royal Palm Beach Covenant Church
Royal Palm Beach Food Pantry
Royce Learning Center
Rumpshaker, Inc. 
Ruth Rales Jewish Family Services
Rutherford County Books
S.E.E.K. Arizona
Safe Harbor domestic violence shelter
SafePlace
Salina Animal Shelter
Salina Area Chamber of Commerce
Salina Area United Way
Salina Food Bank
Salina Human Resources Management Association
Salvation Army
Salvation Army Center of Hope Women’s Shelter
San Diego Youth Services 
San Francisco Community School
San Francisco District Attorney’s Offi ce
San Marco Preservation Society
Sanctuary Holy Cross
Sandcastle Shelter
Santa Monica Airport
Sarah Cannon Breast Cancer Research Institute
Sarasota Education Foundation
Sauvie Island Center
Savannah CrimeStoppers Azalea Run
Savannah Histroy Museum’s Night at the Museum
Savannah Rock & Roll Marathon Series
Saving Kids of Incarcerated Parents
SCAN (Stop Child Abuse & Neglect)
SCARE for a CURE
SCORE-Greater Phoenix Chapter
Seattle Children’s Hospital 
Second Harvest Food Bank of Santa Clara and San      
   Mateo Counties
Second Harvest Heartland

Second Harvest of Middle Tennessee
Second Helpings
Shadarobah Horse Rescue
Shake-a-Leg Foundation
Share Our Strength
Sharing and Caring Hands
Shelter House, Inc.
Skip-a-Long Daycare
So Many Angels Ball for Spinal Muscular Atrophy
Society of St. Vincent de Paul
South Florida Urban Ministries
South Philadelphia Food Co-op
South West YMCA
Southeastern Young Alumni Charitable Organization
Southern Care Home Health and 
   Hospice, Indianapolis
Southern Care Hospice
Sox Place
Special Olympics 
Special Olympics North Carolina
Spring Independent School District Foundation
St. Ann’s Outreach Center 
St. Baldrick’s Foundation
St. Francis
St. John’s Military Academy
St. Joseph Church
St. Joseph The Worker
St. Joseph’s Holy Name Society
St. Jude Research Hospital
St. Mary’s Food Bank Alliance
St. Petersburg Free Clinic
St. Timothy Catholic Church
St. Vincent De Paul
Stark Social Workers Network
Stepping Stone Shelter for Women
Suicide Prevention Action Network of Georgia
Sulzbacher Center
Sunrise Symphonic Pops Orchestra
Surgery on Sunday, Inc.
Susan G. Komen for the Cure
Susan G. Komen Foundation

Susan G. Komen of North Central Alabama 
Symphony of the Americas        
Tampa Metropolitan Area YMCA
Tampa’s Lowry Park Zoo
Taste of the Wasatch
Taylor House
TC Wallace Foundation
Teddy’s Rescue
Teen Parent South at South County Career Center
Temple Israel Charities
Tender Mercies, Inc.
Tennessee Department of Children’s Services
Tennessee Occupational Therapy 
   Associate Organization
Texas Children’s Hospital
The Amanda Foundation
The Blood Alliance
The Center for International Environmental Law
The Chapel Church
The Charis House for Women and Children
The Children’s Home
The Children’s Pediatric Center at Broward 
   General Medical center
The Colorado Celebration of African-American 
   Arts and Culture
The Community Back to School Bash 
The Cove Clinic
The Denver Art Society
The Fort Lauderdale Museum of Art 
The Institute for Multi-Track Diplomacy
The Kentucky Humane Society
The Landing Theatre Company
The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society, 
   North Carolina Chapter
The Link, Inc.
The Logan Center 
The Lord’s Rose Garden
The Los Angeles County Department of Public       
   Health Project RENEW
The LOT Project
The Lotus Center for Self Discovery

The Red Devils
The Road Home
The Salvation Army’s Angel Tree
The Sanctuary House
The Spring of Tampa Bay
The Sunshine School
The Women’s Cancer Programs of the 
   Entertainment Industry Foundation 
The Women’s Center
Third Temple Organization
To Write Love on Her Arm
Toys for Tots
Tucson Festival of Books
Turnstone Pediatric Rehabilitation Center
U.S. Army National Guard Judge Advocate 
   General Corps
U.S. Postal Service
UNCF 100 Men That Can Cook  
Union Mission Ministries
United Against Puppy Mills
United Cerebral Palsy of Greater Birmingham
United States Army
United States Army Family Readiness Group
United Way
United Way, Quad Cities
University of Minnesota Community-University 
Healthcare Center
University Park Nursing & Rehabilitation
Upper Moreland High School
Urban League
Urban League of Hampton Roads
Urban Strategies 
USDA Summer Lunch Program
Utah Clean Air Campaign
VA Hospital of Detroit
Veterans Administration
Veterinary Medical Association

Villa Hills Civic Club
Volunteer Connection
Volunteer Income Tax Assistance
Volunteers Outdoor Colorado
WACS (World Association of Chefs Societies)
Waiting on a Cure
Walk for Autism
Walk Now for Autism Speaks
Walking Fish Theater
Washington Offi ce of Superintendent 
   of Public Instruction
Wayside Christian
WBCO Head Start
West Broad Street YMCA
Western Kentucky Blood Bank
Western State College of Law Immigration 
   Law Clinic
Whitley County Humane Society 
Whole Foods Whole Kids Foundation
Wildlife Protection Society
Willowbrook Middle School
Wimauma Family Health Center
Women of Tomorrow
Women Who Build: Habitat for Humanity of         
   Northern Virginia
WordPress Foundation
World Wide Day of Play
WSOS Head Start
X-Stream Clean-Up
YESS Camp
YMCA
YMCA of Greater Fort Wayne
Young Audiences New York
Young Life
Young Professionals Association of Louisville

Youth Futures Foundation

YWCA Women’s Shelter of Ft. Wayne, IN



The Art Institutes system of schools: http://www.artinstitutes.edu
Accreditation & Licensing: http://www.artinstitutes.edu/accreditation-and-licensing.aspx

Since The Art Institutes is comprised of several institutions, see aiprograms.info for program duration, 
tuition, fees and other costs, median debt, federal salary data, alumni success and other important info.

Argosy University: http://www.argosy.edu
Accreditation & Licensing: http://www.argosy.edu/about-us/accreditation-licensing.aspx

See auprograms.info for program duration, tuition, fees and other costs, median debt, federal salary 
data, alumni success and other important info.

Brown Mackie College system of schools: http://www.brownmackie.edu
Accreditation & Licensing: http://www.brownmackie.edu/why-brown-mackie-college/accreditation.aspx

Since Brown Mackie College is comprised of several institutions, see bmcprograms.info for program 
duration, tuition, fees and other costs, median debt, federal salary data, alumni success and other
important info. 

South University: http://www.southuniversity.edu
Accreditation & Licensing: http://www.southuniversity.edu/about/accreditation.aspx

See suprograms.info for program duration, tuition, fees and other costs, median debt, federal salary 
data, alumni success and other important info.

Western State College of Law: http://www.wsulaw.edu
Accreditation & Licensing: http://www.wsulaw.edu/about-us/accreditation.aspx

See wsuprograms.info for program duration, tuition, fees and other costs, median debt, federal salary 
data, alumni success and other important info.
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CONNECTING WITH THE WORLD IS IN OUR DNA

T H E  C O M M O N  T H R E A Dartinstitutes.edu argosy.edu brownmackie.edu southuniversity.edu wsulaw.edu


